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License Agreement

PLEASE READ THE FMS SOFTWARE LICENSE AGREEMENT. YOU MUST AGREE TO BE BOUND BY THE TERMS OF
THIS AGREEMENT BEFORE YOU CAN INSTALL OR USE THE SOFTWARE.

IF YOU DO NOT ACCEPT THE TERMS OF THE LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR THIS OR ANY FMS SOFTWARE PRODUCT,
YOU MAY NOT INSTALL OR USE THE SOFTWARE. YOU SHOULD PROMPTLY RETURN ANY FMS SOFTWARE
PRODUCT FOR WHICH YOU ARE UNWILLING OR UNABLE TO AGREE TO THE TERMS OF THE FMS SOFTWARE
LICENSE AGREEMENT FOR A REFUND OF THE PURCHASE PRICE.

Ownership of the Software

The enclosed software program (“SOFTWARE”) and the accompanying written materials are owned by FMS, Inc.
or its suppliers and are protected by United States copyright laws, by laws of other nations, and by international
treaties. You must treat the SOFTWARE like any other copyrighted material except that you may make one copy
of the SOFTWARE solely for backup or archival purpose, and you may transfer the SOFTWARE to a permanent
storage device.

Grant of License

The SOFTWARE is available on a per license basis. Licenses are granted on a PER USER basis. For each license,
one designated person can use the SOFTWARE on one computer at a time.

Other Limitations

Under no circumstances may you attempt to reverse engineer this product. You may not rent or lease the
SOFTWARE, but you may transfer the SOFTWARE and the accompanying written materials on a permanent basis
provided you retain no copies and the recipient agrees to the terms in this SOFTWARE License. Ownership
transfers must be reported to FMS, Inc. in writing and are not accepted if the original developer already
distributed applications using the SOFTWARE.

Transfer of License

If your SOFTWARE is marked “NOT FOR RESALE”, you may not sell or resell the SOFTWARE, nor may you transfer
the FMS Software license.

If your SOFTWARE is not marked “NOT FOR RESALE,” you may transfer your license of the SOFTWARE to another
user or entity provided that:

1. the recipient agrees to all terms of the FMS Software License Agreement;

2. you provide all original materials including software disks or compact disks, and any other part of the
SOFTWARE’s physical distribution to the recipient;

3. youremove all installations of the SOFTWARE;

4. you notify FMS, in writing, of the ownership transfer.

Limited Warranty

If you discover physical defects in the media on which this SOFTWARE is distributed, or in the related manual,
FMS, Inc. will replace the media or manual at no charge to you, provided you return the item(s) within 60 days
after purchase.

ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES ON THE MEDIA AND MANUAL, INCLUDING IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE ARE LIMITED TO SIXTY (60) DAYS FROM THE DATE
OF PURCHASE OF THIS PRODUCT.
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Although FMS, Inc. has tested this program and reviewed the documentation, FMS, Inc. makes no warranty or
representation, either expressed or implied, with respect to this SOFTWARE, its quality, performance,
merchantability, or fitness for a particular purpose. As a result, this SOFTWARE is licensed “AS-IS”, and you are
assuming the entire risk as to its quality and performance.

IN'NO EVENT WILL FMS, INC. BE LIABLE FOR DIRECT, INDIRECT, SPECIAL, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES RESULTING FROM THE USE, OR INABILITY TO USE THIS SOFTWARE OR ITS DOCUMENTATION.

THE WARRANTY AND REMEDIES SET FORTH IN THIS LIMITED WARRANTY ARE EXCLUSIVE AND IN LIEU OF ALL
OTHERS, ORAL OR WRITTEN, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED.

Some states do not allow the exclusion or limitation of implied warrantees or liability for incidental or
consequential damages, so the above limitations or exclusions may not apply to you. This warranty gives you
specific legal rights; you may also have further rights that vary from state to state.

U.S. Government Restricted Rights

The SOFTWARE and documentation are provided with RESTRICTED RIGHTS. Use, duplication, or disclosure by the
Government is subject to restrictions as set forth in subparagraph (c) (1) (ii) of the Rights in Technical Data and
Computer Software clause at DFARS 252.227-7013 or subparagraphs (c) (1) and (2) of the Commercial Computer
Software - Restricted Rights at 48 CFR 52.227-19, as applicable.

Manufacturer is FMS Inc., Vienna, Virginia.
Printed in the USA.

Total Access Detective is copyright © by FMS, Inc. All rights reserved.

Microsoft, Microsoft Access, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Word, Microsoft Windows, Visual Basic, and Visual Basic for
Applications are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation.

All other trademarks are trademarks of their respective owners.
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Welcome to Total Access Detective!

Thank you for selecting Total Access Detective, the premier database and object comparison tool for Microsoft
Access.

Total Access Detective is developed by FMS, the world’s leading developer of Microsoft Access products. In
addition to Total Access Detective, we offer a wide range of products for Microsoft Access developers,
administrators, and users:

o Total Access Analyzer (database documentation)

o  Total Access Admin (database maintenance control)

o Total Access Components (ActiveX controls)

o  Total Access Emailer (email blaster)

o  Total Access Memo (rich text format memo fields)

o  Total Access Speller (spell checker)

o  Total Access Statistics (statistical analysis program)

o  Total Access Startup (version launcher)

o Total Visual Agent (database maintenance and scheduling)

o  Total Visual CodeTools (code builders and managers)

o  Total Visual SourceBook (code library)

o Total Zip Code Database (city and state lookup lists)

Visit our web site, https://fmsinc.com, for more information. We also offer Sentinel Visualizer, an advanced data
visualization program that identifies relationships among people, places and events through link charts,
geospatial mapping, timelines, social network analysis, etc. Visit our Advanced Systems Group at
https://fmsasg.com for details.

Please make sure you sign up for our free email newsletter. This guarantees that you will be contacted in the
event of news, upgrades, and beta invitations. Once again, thank you for selecting Total Access Detective.

Luke Chung
President



https://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/BestPractices.html
https://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/monitor.asp
https://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/Controls.html
https://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/Email.asp
https://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/RichTextMemo.html
https://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/SpellChecking.html
https://www.fmsinc.com/MicrosoftAccess/statisticalAnalysis.html
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https://fmsinc.com/
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Chapter 1: Introduction

Total Access Detective simplifies the detection of differences between any two objects in one database, or objects
across two databases. This chapter provides a brief description of Total Access Detective and an outline of the

rest of the manual.

Topics in this Chapter

VBUBURURN

Product Highlights

What Total Access Detective Detects
Enhancements in This Version
Enhancements from Previous Versions

Visit Our Web Site

Total Access Detective
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Product Highlights

Welcome to Total Access Detective, the comparison wizard for Microsoft Access. Total Access Detective gives
you the ability to compare any two objects or two databases for differences, simplifying the tracking of changes
between versions. For multi-developer or multi-site environments, Total Access Detective detects differences
between databases to ease the consolidation of modifications.

Total Access Detective determines all differences between objects, uncovering differences in properties,
controls, fields, indexes, macro lines, and even module lines. Total Access Detective can even show data
differences (new and modified records) between your tables, and combine the data into a new table. It also
detects line-by-line differences between any two blocks of text.

Total Access Detective is fully integrated with Microsoft Access and is implemented as an easy-to-use Wizard.
There are two ways to use the Wizard: comparing two objects in the current database (from the Access Add-ins
menu), or comparing identically named objects in two databases (from the Windows Start menu). See Running
Total Access Detective on page 21 for details.

What Total Access Detective Detects

Total Access Detective reveals the differences between any two Access objects. The type of difference depends
on the type of objects compared. In general, only properties of identically named items (e.g. fields, controls,
macro names, procedures) are compared. For instance, properties of fields are compared based on field name,
not field order (which can vary if fields are added, deleted, or re-ordered). If an item exists in only one object, it
is listed, but its properties are not listed as being different.

Tables

o Fields: Compares field properties (such as name, order, data type, description, input mask,
validation rule, etc.), and lists fields in one table and not the other.

o Indexes: Compares index names, fields, sort order, primary, unique, ignore blanks, etc., and lists
indexes in one table and not the other.

o Data: Compares data in tables with identical fields. For keyed tables it reveals new, modified, and
deleted records. For un-keyed tables, it lists the first differing record. New options are available for
comparing tables with different field names, field order, and un-keyed tables.

Queries

Compares query type, fields, parameters, and other properties. When comparing two queries, there is an option
to compare their data.

Forms

Compares form properties, controls/control properties, and sections/section properties, and lists controls and
sections in one form but not the other. Modules and Embedded macros are also compared.

Reports

Compares report properties, controls/control properties, sections/section properties, and group level properties,
and lists objects in one report but not the other. Modules and Embedded macros are also compared.

Macros

Detects differences in macro commands, including arguments. If macro names (also known as sub-macros) exist,
only identically named macro names are compared. Macro names in one macro but not the other are listed.
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Total Access Detective does not perform a simple line-by-line comparison—if it used this approach and an extra
line were added or deleted, all subsequent lines would be flagged as different. Instead, it uses a more intelligent
algorithm to detect whether multiple lines of a macro were added or deleted, and only presents the block of
differences

Modules

Detects differences in module lines, and lists procedures in one module but not the other. The declarations
sections and identically named procedures are compared line by line.

Like with macros, Total Access Detective does not perform a simple line-by-line comparison. It understands that
blocks of code may be added or deleted, and only lists the block of code that differs rather than all the lines after
the first difference. If lines of code are modified (rather than added or deleted), the code from both modules is
shown for easy comparison.

Import/Export Specifications

Microsoft Access 2007 introduced saved import and export specifications which are compared in Access 2007
and later.

Database Comparison

These items are analyzed for Database Comparison:

Permissions

Detects differences in security permissions.

Relations

Detects differences in table relationships, including linked fields, referential integrity settings, and relationship
types.

Database Properties

Detects differences in database properties, and lists properties that exist in one database but not the other.
Library References

Detects different VBA library references.

Text Comparison

Performs line-by-line comparison between any two blocks of text. The text may be from any source; simply
retrieve it from a file or paste it into Total Access Detective for analysis. This feature is ideal for comparing
module code stored outside your database, such as old versions or text files. You can analyze the text as plain
text or perform module analysis to compare procedures. The results are similar to module analysis with a report
for the differences and line-by-line printouts of the original text blocks.

Enhancements in This Version

The latest version of Total Access Detective includes many significant enhancements from the 2016 version:

Total Access Detective 2026 for Microsoft Access 2024/365

Total Access Detective 2026, version 26, supports Microsoft Access 2024/365 and Access 2021 and 2019. Itis an
enhancement from version 16 which was originally created for Access 2016.

Total Access Detective 2026 includes support for the 32 and 64-bit versions of Access. Microsoft does not allow
both versions of Office to be installed on one machine. The Total Access Detective setup program detects the
appropriate version and installs it on your machine.
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Additional Versions

New X.6 releases were also created for older versions to include enhancements for their Access versions:
o  Version 16.6 for Access 2016
o  Version 15.6 for Access 2013
o  Version 14.6 for Access 2010

Supports New Controls introduced in Access 2019 and Later

Total Access Detective 2026 supports detecting differences among new control types such as Edge Browser,
Modern Charts, and Web Browser.

Supports ACCDB Databases with Bigint and DateTime2 Columns

Total Access Detective 2026 can compare the new, upgraded ACCDB databases that support SQL Server tables
with BigInt and DateTime2 columns.

Filter Differences for Missing Fields, Controls, Sections and Groups

The object comparison results shows all the differences between two objects including every property. That can
be overwhelming. A new checkbox filters the list to just the major differences:

E Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects X X
Comparison Differences %% Customers
Object 2: Customers_summary
Table
item - Property - Object 1 v Object 2 -
Field [Attachments] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Country/Region] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Country] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Email Address] Field .Not Defined.
Field [E-mail Address] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Fax Number] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Notes] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Postal Code] Field .Not Defined.
Field [State/Province] Field .Not Defined.
Field [State] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Web Page] Field .Not Defined.
Field [ZIP/Postal Code] Field .Not Defined.
Index [State/Province] Index .Not Defined.
Index [State] Index .Not Defined.
Differences 4 1of14 | » M ?Filtered Search
Only show New/Deleted Fields and lndexes«
@ Help &l Report QExport "TClose [ Exit

Filter Table Differences to Just Fields in One Table But Not the Other
e Tables: Fields and Indexes in one table and not the other:

B oOnly show New/Deleted Fields and Indexes

e Queries: Fields and Parameters in one query and not the other:

B oOnly show New/Deleted Fields and Indexes
e  Forms: Controls and Sections in one form and not the other:

B Only show New/Deleted Controls and Sections
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e  Reports: Controls, Groups and Sections in one report and not the other:

Only show Mew/Deleted Controls, Groups and Sections

Launch Database Comparison from the Add-in

The Database Comparison program is normally launched from a shortcut on the Windows Start menu.

Users sometimes launch Total Access Detective from the add-ins menu intending to do this. The add-in is
designed to compare objects in your currently opened database, rather than compare databases.

E Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects - X

Compare

Total Access s> Rt

New Compare Database button on the Total Access Detective Add-in form

The new [Compare Databases] button launches the Database Comparison program and closes the add-in.

Two Database Comparison Results Form

The form for comparing the Two Database Comparison results is simplified and enhanced. The Overview,
Unmatched Objects, and Errors buttons are moved to the top making it easier to understand the overall
differences before getting into the details of the Object, Macro, Module and Data Differences. Unnecessary text
below each button was removed.

Overview Unmatched Objects Errors
& o
ey e
Object Macro Module
Differences Differences Differences

Data
Differences Reports

Two Database Results Form

The Browse button [...] to choose another database comparison is moved to the left from a File Open graphic
that was on the far right:.
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—;]3- Comparison Results X

Storage: eee C:\User

Two Database Comparison Overview Form

The Overview provides a summary of the differences between the two databases. It adds a tab with a summary
of the differences by object type:

E Comparison Results X _i Comparison Overview X X
Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindStarter.accdb
Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindDev.accdb
Summary by Object Type | Summary by Object
InDB1 InDB2 Number of Objects Differences 4
Object Type Total Notin2 Notin1 ldentical Selected Different Properties Code Errors
1 1 1 1 8
Table 61 1 20 20 8 8 204 14
Query 95 12 47 18 18 18 480
Form 70 16 26 14 14 14 828 110
Report 22 2 10 5 5 5 132 31
Macro 5 3 1 1 1 2 1
Module 26 1 11 7 7 7 14 70
Reference 12 2 5 5
Relation 32 2 24 3 3
Total 324 37 140 74 62 54 1,668 212 14
v
@ Help &l Report Q Export 7 Close

Database Comparison Overview Form with Two Summary Tabs
This lets you easily see the types of objects where you have the most differences. See Summary by Object Type
Tab on page 60 for details.
Two Database Comparison Object Differences

The Object Differences form has a filter on the top with new combo boxes to more easily filter the list by object
type and name (if no name is selected, all the differences for the selected type are shown):

Oan O e Name: | O Advanced

Database

This makes it much easier to select the object type and/or specific object to see their differences. See Object Tab
on page 62 for details.

Two Database Comparison Macro and Module Differences

Viewing the Macro and Module differences now has combo boxes to choose by object type and name:
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Object Type: Form v | Object Name: frmExamplel v

Module Differences | Identical Procedures | Procedures with Differences

New Buttons

Two Object Comparison Swap Button

The Two Object Comparison selection has a new Swap button to flip Objects 1 and 2:

Object Type to Compare:

Tahles |E|

Object 1:

thlExamplel |E|
Object 2: * iy
thlExample2 |E|

New Swap Button Flips Object Names

The Swap button also refreshes the combo box lists if any objects were added or deleted since the object type
was selected.

Text Comparison with Clear and Replace Buttons

The Text Comparison form lets you find differences between two blocks of text that you paste in or retrieve from
files. Two new buttons let you update both blocks of text.

m Clear all | L5 Refresh all

[Clear All] to clear both, and [Refresh All] to update both if they are from files on disk. See Entering Text Blocks
for Comparison on page 46 for details.

About Form to Check for Updates

The About form adds a new [Check for Updates] button to see if you have the latest version installed.

Check for
Updates

User Interface Enhancements

When viewing Two Object comparison results, the results were previously in the Objects tab. Now the tab name
is the compared object type: Table, Query, Form, Report, Macro, Module, etc.

E Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects X

Object 1: Customers

Comparison Differences :
Object 2: Customers_summary

Table

Forms have taller footers and wider buttons. Many button graphics are updated with more modern images and

the new Access icon, like the Export button:
Export
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The Unmatched Objects form shows the two lists with even widths when resized.

Updated User Manual and Help File

User manual and help file are updated for the latest version and enhancements.

Enhancements from Previous Versions

Prior versions include these enhancements:

Version 16 for Microsoft Access 2016, Version 15 for 2013, and Upgrades for Earlier
Access Versions

o Version 16 for Microsoft Access 2016
o Version 15 for Microsoft Access 2013
o Version 14.5 for Microsoft Access 2010
o Version 12.9 for Microsoft Access 2007
o Version 11.9 for Microsoft Access 2003
Each version supports the different property values, macro actions and VBA changes for its Access version. For
Access 2010 and later, it includes support for the 32 and 64-bit versions.
Module and Text Comparison Option to Ignore Line Numbers
Total Access Detective compares module code for differences. Module code may include line numbers to help

with error handling to pinpoint exactly which line of code is crashing.

When comparing VBA code, you may have code that’s numbered and not numbered or two modules numbered
differently. If you are only interested in the VBA that changed and not the line numbers, Total Access Detective
offers a new option to compare your code and ignore any differences with line numbers:

( =] Text Comparison Options I\_J& \
Text Comparison Options

Lines to ReSync: 3{3

Ignore

[¥] Blank Lines
[¥] case

[¥] Comments

[¥] Indentations

ine Numbers : ‘

@ Help < OK ® Cancel

New Option to Exclude Line Numbers
Search Bar to Filter Objects and Properties by Name

Similar to the search bar on the Microsoft Access navigation pane, Total Access Detective includes a Name Filter
to simplify selecting objects when comparing databases:

-

Name Filter: [invoice w

Select - | Status . | ObjectType - Object Name | ___ Databasel d Database2 2 e

s I 1 atlia B cisinnec c.ea.an naal «iacinnes 3.An.no Naa

Name Filter for Selecting Objects
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The [Select All] and [Cancel All] buttons work on the filtered list.

Similarly, the Name Filter is also available for Property names in the Property Selection feature:

Properties to Compare

You can exclude
properties from the
database and object
comparisons. This is
useful if you never
want to consider
these differences.

This list does not
include all the
properties that are
compared, since
some properties are
always checked for
differences.

Name Filter: |allow K
Select ~ Object Type Property Name -~
2] Form AllowAdditions
[¥] Form AllowDatasheetView
¥ | Form AllowDeletions
¥ Form AllowDesignChanges
¥ Form AllowEditing =
¥ Form AllowEdits
V| Form AllowFilters
¥ Form AllowFormView
¥  |Form AllowLayoutView
¥ Form AllowPivotChartView
V| Form AllowPivotTableView

Name Filter on Property List

After comparing two databases, when viewing the Object Differences, the filter for the object names and
properties also has the Name filter.

See and Filter Tables based on Whether it’s Linked

When comparing two databases, a list of identically named objects is displayed to select them for detailed
comparison. Tables are now displayed with information on whether they are linked or not, and a filter is
available to easily see the differences:

Tables: @ all © Local

o  All: No Filter

o Local: Both tables are local (exist in their respective database)
o Linked: Both tables are linked to other databases
o  Mixed: Oneis local, and the other is linked

Procedures with Differences List

) Linked © Mixed

When comparing two modules, a new tab shows the procedures with differences. The details of the differences
remain in the main tab, but now there’s a summary list of procedures that are different:

[ “Z| Total Access Detective - Text Comparison Rsu!ts\

Text Block Differences | Identical Procedures ‘ Procedures with Differences L

EncryptNumber
EncryptTables
EncryptTableField

New Procedures with Differences Tab when Comparing Text

Total Access Detective
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| ==| Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects ""x

. . Object 1: modObjects1
Comparison Differences ... modobjects2

Object | Module Differences | Identical Procedures PrucedurESwiThQifferencesL

CloseRl10pentbijects
Closelbjects0fType
FetZotivelatasheet
GetCurrentObject
IsCbjectipen

New Procedures with Differences Tab when Comparing Two Modules

] =2] View Menu "1 2] Module Comparisons

Object Type: Form Object Name: frmProgrammaticSample

Module Differences | Identical Procedures | Procedures with Differences L

cmdEmailerService Click
cmdSend Click
cmdSendCneEmail Click
Form Leoad

New Procedures with Differences Tab when Comparing Modules in Two Databases

In addition to viewing the data in the tab, corresponding export and reports are available.

Version 14 for Microsoft Access 2010

The new properties, macro actions, and VBA code syntax introduced in Access 2010 are supported for difference
detection.

Microsoft Access 2010 Support for 32 and 64 bit Versions

Total Access Detective 2010 includes two programs in one to support the 32 and 64 bit versions of Microsoft
Office 2010.

Embedded Macro Line-by-Line Comparison

Embedded macros on forms and reports are now compared on a line-by-line basis similar to how regular macros
are compared. Previously, the entire embedded macro property was compared without the “smart” comparison
that identifies new or deleted lines within the macro code. To support this, the results now have a new
Embedded Macros tab when differences exist. For two database comparisons, this is in the Object Differences
screen. Three new reports are added to show the differences between the macros, as well as the embedded
macro code from each object or database.

Identical Procedures Listed for Module Comparisons

In addition to listing the modules lines that are different, a new list of identical procedures is generated. This lets
you easily confirm which procedures did not change. The identical procedures are shown on a new ldentical
Procedures tab after the Module Differences tab. This applies to comparing two objects, two databases, and two
blocks of text. A report is provided for printing the list, which can also be exported.
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5] Total Access Detective - TextCompmsonResmts \

\ Text Block Differences | Identical Procedures | ‘

(General Declarations)
GetCormandLine
GetCormandLineValues
CpenAllDatabases
OCpenBackendDatabase
RelinkAllTables
RelinkTable
SetErroxTrapping

Identical Procedures between Two Modules

Data Comparison Option to Ignore Case

A new option is available to ignore case between fields. This is set under the Data Comparison Options, Field
Comparison tab. Check the Ignore Case option if you want case insensitive comparisons of your data.

Ignore Blank Lines and Comments when Comparing Modules

Additional options are available to compare modules by ignoring blank lines and comments. This is in addition to
ignoring differences due to case or indentations. These options are now available under Text Options:

When Ignore Comments is selected, any comment lines or comments at the end of a line are ignored and just
the VBA code is compared.

Ignore Blank Lines and Comments when Comparing Two Blocks of Text

Similar to module comparison, you can also ignore blank lines and comments when comparing two blocks of
text.

Exclude Properties from Comparison

You now have the ability to exclude properties from the comparisons. For instance, if you don’t care about the
LastUpdated property of objects, you can exclude it from comparison. This is particularly useful when a property
you don’t care about is the only difference between objects.

Specify Storage Database Name for Database Comparisons

When comparing two databases, you can now specify the name of the database containing the results. This lets
you keep an unlimited number of database comparison results. You can specify the database name on the last
page of the wizard. If the name already exists, information on what it contains is displayed.

Specify Storage Folder

By default, Total Access Detective saves its files in a user folder. You can now change this location to another
folder when you specify the storage folder for the results.

E] Total Access Detective - Compa-e Databases Wizard (Page 50f5) |

| Storage Database Location

Storage Database:
C:\Users\AppData\Roaming\FMS\Total Access Detective\14.0\TAD_DB.TDA s

Make this the Default Storage Folder

@ Help X Cancel ¢ Back ) ' Elnlsh

Specify Where to Store the Database Comparison Results
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Viewing Different Database Comparisons

From the main screen when viewing the results of database comparisons, a new button to open the
documentation is available. Easily retrieve a previously saved result. This lets you keep and manage multiple
copies of the database comparison results.

Command Line Can Specify Storage Database Name

When invoking Total Access Detective from a command line to compare two databases, you can now add an
additional parameter specifying the storage database name. This lets you automate the generation of multiple
database comparisons.

Improved Ease of Use

Two Database Comparison Retains Previous Results

Previously, if you were running the two database comparison and selected two databases, the existing results
were no longer available. This is now separated so the results are available until you overwrite them.

Two Database Comparison Does Not Select System Tables

If your database object list has System Objects turned on, the system objects are listed for selection. Previously,
all objects were automatically selected for comparison. Now, the system tables are not selected.

Two Database Comparison Exports Data to another Database

When performing text comparisons in the two database comparison feature, you can now export the results to
another database.

Reports List is Full Screen with More Information

The display of available reports is full screen with a description of each report to make it easier to understand
and select.

Manage User Access Control Rights

Total Access Detective respects your login rights. By default, it is installed in your user folder, it updates registry
settings in your user section and anticipates the issues around user access control and trusted folders.

Version 12 for Access 2007 and ACCDB Databases

Total Access Detective 2007, version 12, runs in Microsoft Access 2007 and compares all database formats
supported by Access 2007 including MDBs, ADPs, and the new ACCDB database format.

New Microsoft Access 2007 Properties

Access 2007 introduced many new features which are now compared.

Improved Two ADP Comparison

To compare properties of ADP objects that do not exist in MDB/ACCDB objects, a different startup database is
used. Instead of running the TADETECT.ACCDB database, run the TADETECT.ADP file.

Two Table Comparison in ADPs

Tables in ADPs can be compared structurally including extended properties and indexes. Data can also be
compared with combined results created in a new table.

New Table Data Comparison Options

Previously, data was only compared if the two tables had identical field definitions. There are now several
options to compare tables:

e Compare fields by order regardless of field names
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e  Compare identical field names regardless of order

e Treat the first field of non-keyed tables as unique

e Ignore small differences between numbers (you set the level)
For more information on the Data Comparison Options, see page 27.
Data Comparison Results

When viewing the results of Data Comparison, the caption for the row column is # rather than ID, to avoid
confusion if ID is a field in the tables being compared.

Table Comparison with Field by Field Results

Previously, during data comparison, modified records were only displayed as individual records listing the
modified fields in one record. This is now supplemented with an additional table listing each field difference as a
separate record showing the two values.

Query Data Comparison

Data from two queries can now be compared with an option to specify whether to perform a sequential search
or use the first field as a key field.

Case Insensitive Module Comparison

For module comparisons, a new Ignore Case option is available to avoid flagging differences due to mismatched
capital and lower case letters. This option is also available for the Text Comparison feature.

Support for Password Protected Databases
Objects in password protected databases are compared.
Report Enhancements

e Inaddition to Preview, in Access 2007, reports can be opened in Report View so you can interactively filter
and search the data.

e  Reports can be exported to Adobe PDF and XPS formats

e  Multiple reports can be exported to files in a folder and format you specify (e.g. PDF, XPS, HTML, snapshot,
etc.)

e Asingle report selection screen is used to select the reports for print, preview, report view, and export.
New Reports for Two Database Comparison
Many new reports were added:

e  Data Differences Fields Compared: shows the fields compared when an option other than identical
structures is used

e  Table Data Comparison Paired Fields: shows paired field values

e  Portrait and Landscape reports for object comparison with better support for long object names and
property values

e When viewing object differences, reports are available for the entire list or just the currently filtered list

e  When viewing macro or module differences, reports are available for the entire list or just the current
macro/module.

e List of available reports with their description and default file name when you export it
Several reports were enhanced including:

. Data Differences Summary now shows the total number of records, in addition to the new and modified
number of records

New Reports for Two Object Comparison

e  Portrait and Landscape reports are available to show object property differences. The reports are improved
to better show long object names and property values
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e  Fields Compared for Data Differences: shows the fields compared when an option other than identical
structures is used

e  Field Differences of Modified Records: shows paired field values
General Comparison Enhancements

Screen flashing is eliminated when comparing forms, reports, and modules. This lets you minimize Total Access
Detective while it’s processing.

Two Object Comparison Enhancements

Separate Table Object and Data Comparison

When comparing two tables, you can compare either the table design or data, or both. Previously, the design
was always compared.

Last Documentation is Available

The last comparison of two objects can be viewed under a new Last Analysis button. Similarly, the last selected
object names are preserved when you run Total Access Detective again.

Partial Comparison Results

If you cancel while the objects are being compared, the process stops and the incomplete results displayed. This
can be particularly helpful when comparing records and you decide to stop after it identifies a few differences
and you don’t need all the differences.

Two Database Comparison Enhancements

Reduced Need to Prepare Databases for Two Database Comparison

Previously, the Total Access Detective Prepare step was necessary before comparing modules between two
databases. This is no longer needed when comparing MDB/ACCDB databases. Prepare is still required for ADPs.

Finish Button Eliminates Manual Selections

The Database Comparison wizard has a Finish button on all its pages. Simply select the two databases and press
Finish to compare all the identically names objects. It skips the Wizard pages for the options, and uses the
previously specified values.

Command Line Support

To eliminate manually selecting the database and options, a Windows shortcut can pass the names of the two
databases to compare, which automatically selects all the common objects and compares them.

Text Comparison Feature Added

The text comparison feature which was previously only available under the two object comparison feature, is
now available on the two database comparison side as well.

Improved User Interface

e With Access 2007, the user interface is enhanced to support new features such as maximized tabbed views,
transparent buttons with graphics, filtered datasheet views, navigation bar captions, colors, fonts, etc.

e  Two object comparisons now show the object and other differences (data or modules) as separate tabs
Vista and User Security Support

e  Total Access Detective is compatible with Vista and the new User Access Control features.

e  Temporary files are placed in your user folder rather than the Total Access Detective folder

e  The Help file is in the new CHM format rather than HLP format.

Version 9.7, 10.7, and 11.7 Updates

In conjunction with the release of Version 12.0 for Access 2007, updates were released to offer similar features
for Access 2000 (version 9.7), 2002 (version 10.7), and 2003 (version 11.7).
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Version 11 for Access 2003

Version 11 for Access 2003 includes many new features including:
e Ability to combine data differences from two tables into a new table.
e Comparison of Access Data Projects
e  Export of database comparison results to another database
e  Relationship comparison
e  Several additional reports, including:

o Database Comparison Summary

o  Objects with Differences

o Data Differences Summary

o Identical Objects in Both Databases
Version 9.5 and 10.5 Updates

In conjunction with the enhancements added to version 11 for Access 2003, updates were released to offer
similar features for Access 2002 (version 10.5) and Access 2000 (version 9.5).

Version 10 for Access 2002

Version 10 supported Access 2002. It added simplified selection of modified objects, data differences options for
memo fields, and more accurate comparison of numeric fields.

Version 9 for Access 2000

Version 9 was created for Access 2000. It added the Text Comparison feature and support for Data Access Pages.

Version 8 for Access 97

Version 8 was created for Access 97.

Version 2 for Access 2.0

The first version was created for Access 2.0.

Visit Our Web Site

FMS is constantly developing new and better developer solutions. Total Access Detective is part of our complete
line of products designed specifically for the Access developer. Please take a moment to visit us online at
https://fmsinc.com to find out about new products and updates.

Product Updates

FMS is committed to quality software. When we find problems in our products, we fix them and post the new
builds on our web site. Check our Product Updates page in the Technical Support area for the latest build, or see
Using the Update Wizard on page 21 for information on how to check for the availability of updates.

Product Announcements and Press Releases

Read the latest information on new products, new versions, and future products. Press releases are available the
same day they are sent to the press. Sign up in our Feedback section to have press releases automatically sent to
you via email.
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Product Descriptions and Demos

Detailed descriptions for all of our products are available. Each product has its own page with information about
features and capabilities. Demo versions for most of our products are also available.

Technical Papers, Tips, and Tricks

FMS personnel often speak at conferences and write magazine articles, papers, and books. Copies and portions
of this information are available to you online. Learn about our latest ideas and tricks for developing more
effectively.

Social Media: Blog, Facebook, Twitter

Keep in touch with us:

o Like our Facebook page: https://facebook.com/MicrosoftAccessProducts

o  Signup for our blog: https://blog.fmsinc.com/

o  Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/fmsinc

Links to Other Development Sites

Jump to other locations, including forums, user groups, and other sites with news, techniques, and related
services from our web site.
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Chapter 2: Installation and Startup

Total Access Detective comes with an automated setup program to get you up and running as quickly as possible.
This chapter describes the system requirements, installation steps, instructions for upgrading from previous
versions, and instructions for uninstalling. It also provides instructions for international users, and tips for
troubleshooting startup errors.

Topics in this Chapter

System Requirements

Upgrading from Previous Versions
Installing Total Access Detective
Using the Update Wizard
Uninstalling Total Access Detective
Running Total Access Detective

International Users
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Startup Errors
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System Requirements

Total Access Detective is a Microsoft Access library database that runs within Access. Its system requirements
are similar to the requirements of Microsoft Access, and include:

e A copy of the Microsoft Access version corresponding to the Total Access Detective version.
e  Hardware and operating system supported by Microsoft Access.

e 60 MB free disk space to install the product, and additional disk space to store your documentation.

. Total Access Detective can only be opened through its associated version of Access and
@Tlp only works with database formats supported by the specific version of Access.

Upgrading from Previous Versions

Just as multiple versions of Access can reside on the same machine, multiple versions of Total Access Detective
can exist on the same machine provided that they are installed in separate directories.

Note that only one version from Access/Office 2016 onwards can be installed on a machine, so Total Access
Detective also follows this requirement. If you have Total Access Detective 2016 installed, when you install Total
Access Detective 2026, the 2016 will no longer be available.

Each version of Total Access Detective is a completely separate program and does not share any files with other
versions. If you are no longer using any previous versions of Microsoft Access, you can remove the older version
of Total Access Detective from your machine. See Uninstalling Total Access Detective on page 21 for details.

Installing Total Access Detective

Total Access Detective is installed using an automated setup program. To install Total Access Detective, follow
these steps:

1. Locate and run the setup program.
2. Enter your registration information and product key (serial number).

3. Choose to install it for your machine or just for you; Installing it for the machine allows other users of
your PC to run Total Access Detective.

4. Specify the destination folder for the files.

5. Besure to read the readme file for any late breaking.

Where to Install Total Access Detective

For best performance, install Total Access Detective on a local hard drive. Installing to a network drive may cause
slower performance.

Total Access Detective is an Access add-in which needs to modify itself to link to different tables, databases, etc.
Be sure to install it to a folder where you have read/write permissions.

Do NOT install it in the C:\Program Files folder which Windows User Access Control (UAC) normally sets to
READONLY after installation.
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Using the Update Wizard

Total Access Detective includes a built-in mechanism to check the availability of updates via the Internet. If you
have an active Internet connection, you can use the Total Access Detective Update Wizard to ensure that you
have the latest version.

From the About form, click the [Check Updates] button.

You can also launch it from the Windows Start menu under Total Access Detective, Update Wizard. Follow the
prompts on the form to check for the latest update.

Uninstalling Total Access Detective
Total Access Detective follows standard Windows installation protocol, so uninstalling is straightforward. From
the Windows Start Menu, select:
1. Addor Remove Programs
2. Select Total Access Detective from the list of installed programs
3. Click Uninstall and follow the prompts.
For Windows 7 or earlier, use the Control Panel, then open Programs and Features to uninstall.

If you prepared databases with Total Access Detective (as explained on page 50), a *.DDB, *.DDE, or *.DDA file is
created for each database. This file is stored in the same folder as your database. Use the Windows Search
feature to locate these files, and remove them if desired.

Running Total Access Detective

Total Access Detective runs from within Microsoft Access. If you are familiar with Microsoft Access, you will be
very comfortable using Total Access Detective.

Total Access Detective performs comparison in two modes:

e  Two objects within one database (described in Chapter 3: Comparing Two Objects in One Database)
Open your database and select Total Access Detective from the Database Tools ribbon Add-ins menu

e  Objects between two databases(described in Chapter 4: Comparing Objects in Two Databases)
Launch Total Access Detective Database Compare from the Windows Start menu, then select the two
databases to compare

Comparing Databases on a Network

Total Access Detective allows you to compare databases residing on a network drive, but we recommend
documenting local copies of these databases for two reasons:

1. When you compare a database, you don’t want other users opening or changing objects. Total Access
Detective cannot compare objects that are opened or locked by others.

2. Performance over a network is substantially slower than a local drive. Total Access Detective is a disk-
intensive program—it may need to open objects in design view and read properties and/or compare
data records. Because of this, running across a network connection may cause slower performance and
may affect other users on the network.

Comparing Password-Protected Databases

When comparing two objects in the same database, Total Access Detective can compare all object types,
regardless of whether the database is protected by a password.

When comparing two databases, simply provide the password for each and all their objects can be compared.
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Comparing Databases with Workgroup Security

Total Access Detective can run database comparison on databases with Workgroup security provided that:
1. Both databases use the same workgroup security file (¥*.MDW).

2. The user group has open/run permissions for the database (not necessary for specific objects, just
needed at the database level).

3. The databases are not set to "Read Only".
Follow these steps to compare two secured databases:
1. Start Access with your Workgroup Security settings.

2. Open TADetect.accdb (or TADetect.mdb version 2003 or earlier), which is located in Total Access
Detective’s installation folder.

Comparing Access Data Projects

Total Access Detective can compare native Access objects in Access Data Projects (ADPs and ADEs), including:
forms, reports, pages, macros, modules, and command bars. It cannot, however, compare objects that exist in
SQL Server, such as tables, views, and diagrams. When comparing ADPs, you must run the Total Access Detective
Prepare process on each ADP.

ADPs were deprecated by Access 2013, so this is only available in the Access 2010 and earlier versions. To
compare two Access Data Projects (ADPs), select Total Access Detective ADP Compare from the Windows menu.

International Users

Total Access Detective automatically detects international versions of Access and adjusts its behavior
accordingly. The program’s documentation, forms, and help file are in English, but the property values it detects
are displayed in your Access version’s local language.

Printing Reports on A4 Paper

By default, the reports in Total Access Detective are set for US Letter size; however, you can use A4 paper
instead. This option is accessible from any report dialog box:

_'E Comparison Results X E] Select Reports X X
Select Reports @ Help
Selected ~ Category - Report Name - Description a

[} Summary Database Comparison Summary Summary of database differences
O Summary Objects in Both Databases Objects with the same name in both databases
O Summary Objects in Database 1 Not in Database 2 Object names in database 1 but not in database 2
O Summary Objects in Database 2 Not in Database 1 Object names in database 2 but not in database 1
O Summary Selected Objects List of selected objects
O Summary Selected Objects with Differences Objects with the same name in both databases and
O Summary Selected Objects that are Identical Selected objects with no differences
O Objects Object Property Differences (Portrait) Property differences for each object in portrait moc
O Objects Object Property Differences (Landscape) Property differences for each object in landscape m
O Objects Object Embedded Macro Differences Differences between embedded macros on forms a
O Objects Embedded Macro Lines for Database 1 Embedded macro lines in database 1
O Objects Embedded Macro Lines for Database 2 Embedded macro lines in database 2
O Data Data Differences Summary Summary of data differences between tables
O Data Table Record Count Overview List of all selected tables, records, and differences
O Data Data Differences Fields Compared List of fields compared for data differences
O Data Data Differences (All) All new, modified, and deleted records between ta
O Data Data Differences (New in Database 1) New records in database 1 for indexed tables

Report W [lotdd | » e " [[searcn T — T »

< Select All || ¥ Clear All
Current Report: |3 Preview & view Selected Reports: & Print 7% Export 7 Close

Reports Dialog Box with A4 Paper Option
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Startup Errors

Most errors with Total Access Detective occur when you first start it. This section explains the most common
startup errors and offers suggestions on how to fix them.

Microsoft Access cannot find Wizard, or there is a syntax error in the Declarations
section of a Visual Basic module

Microsoft Access uses the registry to store information about add-ins. The setup program places several entries
in the Windows Registry to identify the location and name of the Total Access Detective library database, and the
name of the main Total Access Detective function. If these registry entries are incorrect, or if the Total Access
Detective installation is corrupt, this error message appears.

Re-install Total Access Detective to resolve this problem.

The current database is not updateable

You have opened the current database in read-only mode, or another condition has forced the database to be
read-only. Total Access Detective cannot analyze a database opened in read-only mode. Close the database,
open it in normal mode, and restart Total Access Detective.

Please close any forms or reports that are open and re-start Total Access Detective

You must close all forms, reports, and modules in your database before running Total Access Detective. Open
forms, reports, and modules interfere with the operation of Total Access Detective. Close all windows except the
database window and restart Total Access Detective.

This copy of Total Access Detective is in use

Total Access Detective can be installed on a network drive but can only be accessed by one user at a time. If
more than one user attempts to start Total Access Detective at the same time, the second user sees a dialog box
saying the copy of Total Access Detective is already in use.

This message also appears if you attempt to run Total Access Detective in two instances of Access on the same
workstation. Click [OK] to return to Microsoft Access and try again later.

Total Access Detective exclusively locks the database to ensure that only one user is accessing it at one time. If
Microsoft Access exits abnormally while Total Access Detective is running, an LDB lock file may be left in place,
and may erroneously report that Total Access Detective is in use. If this happens, you should manually delete the
lock file by following these steps:

1. Ensure that no other users are running Total Access Detective. This step is very important. If you
manually delete the lock file while a user is running Total Access Detective, you may cause that user’s
system to crash.

2. Close all instances of Microsoft Access on your workstation.

3. From Windows Explorer, locate the folder where Total Access Detective is installed. Locate and delete
the lock file (TAD_C.LDB).

4. Restart Microsoft Access, and run Total Access Detective again.
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Chapter 3: Comparing Two Objects in One
Database

Total Access Detective’s Object Comparison feature finds all differences between any two objects in one
database. This chapter explains how to use the Object Comparison feature to quickly see the differences in
properties, fields, controls, macro lines, module lines, import export specifications, command bars, and data.

Topics in this Chapter

Comparison Wizard

Table and Query Comparison Options

Data Comparison Options

Form and Report Comparison Options
Module and Macro Text Comparison Options
Property Selection

Data Comparison Results

Combining Data Between Two Tables

Macro and Module Comparison Results
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Text Comparison
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Comparison Wizard

Starting the Object Comparison Wizard

Open the database containing the objects to compare, and launch Total Access Detective from the Add-ins

Access  SharePoint Add-

menu.
Database Tools  Help £ Tell me what you want to do
::| E Database Documenter
s O Analyze Performance
|§_=| Analyze Table Database
elationships Analyze MMove Data

ing ~

Add-In Manager

Total Access Analyzer

Total Access Detective

Total Access Detective Prepare

Total Access Emailer

Microsoft Access 365/2024-2016 Add-ins Menu for Launching Total Access Detective

The Total Access Detective Prepare menu item is for Database Comparisons and is described on page 50.

When you select Total Access Detective from the Add-ins menu, the Comparison Wizard appears:

E Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects

Total Access

Object Type to Compare:
Tables v
Object 1:

tblExamplel

Object 2:

tblExample2

Comparison Options

© Object and Data
O Object Only
O Data Only

‘f_';jProperty Selection

© Help @ About [e|Compare Text

| Data Options

%5 Last Analysis [ Exit

Compare
§§ Databases

4

v

Record Identifier: Sequential (Table)
Field Comparison: All Fields

Ignore Case: No

Document: All (Record); All (Memo)
Display: Compressed

Numerical Accuracy: Exact

Comparison Wizard Main Form
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Launch Database Comparison from the Add-in

If you are looking to compare two databases, the Database Comparison program is normally launched from a
shortcut on the Windows Start menu while the add-in is designed to compare objects in your database. If you
intended to compare differences between two databases, click the [Compare Databases] button.

2] Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects

Total Access

Compare
1§ Databases

New Compare Database button on the Total Access Detective Add-in form

The [Compare Databases] button launches the Database Comparison program and closes the add-in. It does not

close your database.

Selecting Objects for Comparison

Select the object type from the drop down list box.

Then, specify the names of the two objects to compare, set comparison
options, and click [Run].

Permissions

In order to compare objects, Total Access Detective needs to open them

in design mode. For Total Access Detective to do this, you must have
Read Design permission on the objects you are comparing.

Object Type to Compare:
Queries

Forms

Reports

Macros

Modules
Command Bars
ImportExportSpecs

Table and Query Comparison Options

When comparing tables and queries, you can compare the objects (fields,
indexes, and properties), table data, or both.

Data comparison only occurs if the two objects have the same fields. This
can take significant time if there are many records. For faster
performance, compare databases on your desktop rather than across a
network.

Data Comparison

Data Comparison identifies records that are new, deleted, or modified.
When viewing the results, you can also combine the data from the two
data sources into a new table.

In addition to comparing data with identical fields, tables with similar

Comparison Options
© object and Data

O object Only
C Data Only

Current Data Comparison Settings:
Record Identifier: First Field (Table)
Field Comparison: All Fields
Document: All (Record); All (Memao)
Display: Compressed

Mumerical Accuracy: Exact

structures, different field names, and different field order can be compared. Options also customize the way
results are displayed. An overview of the selected options shows on the main screen.

Data Comparison Options

Click the [Data Options] button to open the Data Comparison Options form.

When comparing data between tables or queries, several options are available to

let you control how the comparisons are made and the results.

[ -[:| Data Cptions

Total Access Detective
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Record Identifier Tab
The Record Identifier tab displays options for comparing queries and tables that do not have a primary key:
=5] Total Access Detective - Data Comparison Objects X

Data Comparison Options

Record Identifier | Field Comparison | Documentation | Display ‘ Mumerical Accuracy

Total Access Detective compares the data between your objects by matching records and
comparing field values for differences.

If you choose two tables with primary key fields, the key fields are joined to determine
which records are new or deleted, and which records are paired for field-by-field
comparison. In this case, the options on this tab do not apply.

For tables without a key field or if you are comparing queries, there are two options:
1. Sequential Search to compare records row-by-row until the first difference is found.
2. Designate the first field as the unigue record identifier. Make sure there are no
duplicates in the first field, otherwise, records will be paired more than once and the
results will be misleading.

For Non-Keyed Tables For Queries
© sequential Search

() First Field Unigue

© sequential Search
() First Field Unigque

@ Help v pefault " OK # Cancel

Data Comparison Options, Record Identifier
For tables with a primary key, the key fields are used to match up rows for comparison, and the options on this
tab do not apply.

For tables without a primary key or queries, you can compare the rows sequentially, or specify that the first field
in is the “identifier” (uniquely identifies the row). For example, if you’re comparing these two queries:

ID First Last ID First Last

1 Nancy Davolio 1 Nancy Davolio
2 Andrew Fuller 3 Janet Leverling
3 Janet Leverling 2 Andy Fuller

Comparing the fields sequentially reports that the second record is completely different—none of the fields
match. Total Access Detective does not continue comparing data after the first difference is found.
Designating the first field as unique, on the other hand, reports the difference in ID 2: “Andrew” does not match

“Andy.” Since a unique identifier is found, Total Access Detective continues comparing the rest of the data in the
table.
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Field Comparison Tab

The Field Comparison tab includes options for how the fields are compared:

==] Total Access Detective - Data Comparisen Objects *
Data Comparison Options
Record Identifier | Field Comparison | Documentation | Display | Numerical Accuracy
Once records are paired based on their record identifier, specify how the fields are
compared.
Fields to Compare
Specify when and how fields are compared:
© Al Field Names and Types Match (identical structure)
O Field Order (field names may not match, but field types and count match)
O Identical Field Names Cnly (their field types must match) and ignore other fields
If your pair of tables do not meet the selected option, data comparison is skipped.
[ 1gnore Cage
i@ Help v pefault " OK ¥ cancel

Data Comparison Options, Field Comparison

e All Field Names and Types Match: Tables or queries have the same field names and structure (column
count and data types).

. Field Order: Table structures match, but field names differ between the two tables or queries.

e Identical Field Names Only: Field names and data types match, but column count and/or order is different.
Choosing this option compares identically named fields and skips fields that are not in both tables.

Note that only fields with the same data types can be compared, i.e. a Text field cannot be compared to a

Number field.
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Documentation Tab

The Documentation tab specifies what to display when differences are detected between records. Decide
whether to show all differences for a record, or to limit the differences that are shown:

E] Total Access Detective - Data Comparison Objects >

Data Comparison Options

Record Identifier | Field Comparison | Documentation | Display | Numerical Accuracy

Total Access Detective compares the records between your tables for data differences. By
default, the values of every pair of field differences is shown. However, this can get large if
many fields are different or the fields have lots of text, so options are available to limit
what's documented:

Document For Each Record Document For Memo Fields

Document all differences in the record, Since memo fields can contain lots of text,
or just the first 255 characters. The latter you may not want to show all the contents
is useful to tell the records are different of memo fields that differ:

without knowing every detail.
© Al Differences [up to 3K)

O allpifferences (O First 255 Characters

O First 255 Characters ) MNone (just that a difference exists)

@ Help 7 pefault W OK ¥ cancel

Data Comparison Options, Documentation

Limit the Amount of Differences to Document

By default, all the differences between two records are shown listing the values of every field that differs. This
can be quite extensive, especially if you have large text or memo fields.

You can limit what’s documented with the “First 255 Characters” option. This truncates the record difference to

the first 255 characters. This is useful, if you simply want to know a record was modified regardless of every field
modification.

Limit Memo Fields Differences

For large memo fields, the results can be very large when different memo field values are documented. Choose
whether to show all differences up to 3K, show only the first 255 characters, or to only show that a difference
exists (for example, 1: Memo 2: Memo).
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Display Tab
The Display tab controls how data differences are displayed:
==] Total Access Detective - Data Comparisen Objects *

Data Comparison Options

Record Identifier | Field Comparison | Documentation | Display | Numerical Accuracy

For modified records, Total Access Detective creates a table showing each field difference
as a separate record with each field value in a separate column.

Total Access Detective also creates a table showing all the differences between your two
tables including new and deleted records. For this table, you can choose how to display the
field name and the value from table 1 and table 2. You can decide whether you want to list
the pair of field values in one line (Compressed) or on separate lines (Expanded):

Displaying Each Pair of Differences

© Compressed on one line which usesless () Expanded with each field and value
space on screen and on reports: on separate lines which is easier to

[FieldNamel] 1. Tahlelvalue 2:Table2value compare pairs:

[FieldName2] 1:TableiValue 2:Table2Value [FieldNamel]
1TableiValue

2 Table2value
[FieldName2]
1TahlelValue
2:Tahle2Value

i@ Help v pefault " OK ¥ cancel

Data Comparison Options, Display

Compressed Display

Select Compressed to save space and show each field’s difference on one line. This compact format shows the
field values side-by-side.

In this example, differences are found for two fields named FirstName and ZipCode, and the values for the two
tables (1 and 2):

[FirstName] 1:John 2:Jon
[ZipCode] 1:22182 2:22102

Expanded Display

However, this can be difficult to see the actual difference, especially with large text or numbers. With the
Expanded option, each field value is on a separate line. With the pair of field values stacked, it’s easier to see

differences:

[FirstName]
1:John
2:Jon
[ZipCode]
1:22182
2:22102
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Numerical Accuracy Tab
The Numerical Accuracy tab includes options for comparing numbers:

EI Total Access Detective - Data Comparison Objects X

Data Comparison Options

Record Identifier | Field Comparison | Documentation | Display | Numerical Accuracy

Due to rounding and floating point issues, numbers with decimals may be very close but
not identical. Rather than flagging these tiny differences, you can require a less exact
match by specifying what percentage difference is acceptable. To find all differences, no
matter how tiny, select 0%.

Acceptable Difference: E

The accuracy is based on the ratio of the diffen _poooooooooooi2: field values divided
by their average. 5o if 0.01% is specified, diffe 5 nooooooooooi are flagged as
differences, differences less than 0.01% are ig 5 nonoooo0001%

0.0000000001%
0.000000001%
0.000000:015%
0.0000001%
0.000001%
0.00001%
0.0001%
0.001%

0.01%

: 0.1%

i@ Help %72 Default 18 DK 2 Cancel
10%

Data Comparison Options, Numerical Accuracy

By default, any difference between numbers is considered a difference that’s documented. However, due to
rounding and floating point issues, numbers with decimals may be very close but not identical. Flagging these
differences may not be helpful, or you may not care about such tiny differences.

This option allows you to set an acceptable difference, based on the ratio of the difference to the field values.
Select an acceptable difference between 0% (fields must match exactly) and 10% (numbers can be up to 10%
different, and still considered identical).

The % difference is calculated by dividing the difference in the two values by their average.

Form and Report Comparison Options

When comparing forms and reports, choose to compare the objects (controls, Comparison Qptions
sections, and properties), the modules behind the objects, or both. @ Dhject and Module
If you compare Modules, there are additional comparison options to select the Object Only
number of identical lines needed to resynchronize, and whether differences in ) Module Only

blank lines, capitalization, comments or indentations should be considered
changes. Details about these options are provided in the Module Comparison section.
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Comparing Embedded Macros

Embedded Macros were introduced with Microsoft Access 2007. They can be added as events at the form or
report level or for individual controls. Total Access Detective has a macro parser that compares the differences
between embedded macros to identify differences at the command by command level. Rather than simply
reporting that two embedded macros are different, Total Access Detective can identify changes in arguments
and comments, adding or deleting commands, etc.

Embedded macro comparisons also respect your selection of Module Comparison options such as ignoring
comments.

Module and Macro Text Comparison Options

The [Text Options] button lets you specify several settings for customizing how

modules and macros are compared. = ;
P = Text Options
There are two parts. After a different line is found, the number of identical lines

after it that define a new block of code differences. Then the types of text to ignore:

Zngext Comparison Options X

Text Comparison Options

Lines to ReSync: 3w

Ignore

Blank Lines
Case
Comments

Indentations

Line Numbers |

@ Help " 0K ¥ Cancel

Module Comparison Options
# of Lines to Resync

Total Access Detective compares module procedures on a line-by-line basis, and determines whether differences
are due to modified or new lines. If it detects new lines, Total Access Detective shows the new lines from one
module plus the line where the code is resynchronized between the two modules. The lines that follow in both
modules are not considered different even though they are on different lines.

Total Access Detective defines this resynchronization based on a repetition of identical lines in both modules. By
default, this value is 3 lines. That is, when three identical lines are encountered in both modules, the prior lines’
differences are documented and the code is resynchronized.

You can increase or decrease this setting if the resynchronization is incorrect. If the value is too low, small
amounts of code within an added group cause resynchronization. If the value is too high, groups do not get
resynchronized. We recommend using the default value; we have found 3 lines to work well.

Module Code to Ignore
There are four options for ignoring module code that may be slightly different:
o Blank Lines

o Case
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o Comments

o Indentations

o Line Numbers
Ignore Blank Lines

This option lets you ignore differences due to blank lines. If a procedure has more or less blank lines than
another, they are not considered different.

Ignore Case

This lets you ignore differences due to capital and lower case letters. This is especially useful if you have code
where the case of procedure or variable definitions is modified. Without this option, references to all those
procedures or variables are flagged as differences.

However, with this option selected, case differences that you may want to find (e.g. messages displayed to the
user) would be ignored.

Ignore Comments

This is a powerful option that lets you ignore differences in comments. The VBA code parser identifies comments
on their own lines, multiple lines, or the end of lines and ignores any differences between procedures due to
comments. The only differences will be changes to the actual VBA code.

Ignore Indentations

This avoids flagging lines where the text is identical but the indentation is not. Checking this option ignores
differences due to spaces or tabs at the beginning of a line of code.

This option is particularly important if new control blocks are added. For instance, you may have added an
IF...END IF statement around existing code and indented the block. With this option on, only the IF and END IF
lines are considered different. With the option off, every line in the block is flagged as different because of the
indentation.

Regardless of this setting, all blank lines at the beginning or end of a module or procedure are ignored.
Ignore Line Numbers

This option lets you ignore the line numbers in the VBA code. Developers often add line numbers so error
handling can pinpoint the line where a crash occurs. Our Total Visual CodeTools product lets you do that easily.

However, when comparing modules, one may have line numbers and the other not, or the line numbers may be
different even though the VBA code that’s numbered hasn’t changed. With this option, the line numbers can be
ignored in the comparison so that only the difference with the actual VBA code is shown.

Property Selection

By default, all Access properties that could indicate differences are compared. “AProperty Selection
The Property Selection button lets you reduce this by unselecting properties :

you may not care about. For instance, you may not care about the DateCreated property for the objects. By
removing this, you eliminate flagging objects that are different solely based on this property.
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ﬁ Total Access Detective - Properties to Compare X *
Properties to Compare
You can exclude Mame Filter: || R
properties from the -
database and object Select - Object Type - Property Name | &
comparisons. This is [} Table AlternateBackShade [
useful if you never /] Table AlternateBackThemeColorindex
want to consider a Table AlternateBackTint
these differences. [.] Table AppendOnly
a Table Attributes
This list does not a Table Autoincrement
include_all t:e [ /] Table BackShade
Eéf_}np;;;ecz Ei:;:re ] Table BackThemeColorindex
some properties are a Table BackTint
always checked for a Table CColumnsMissing
differences. a Table CollsGuid
[} Table ColLinPositionsUsed
a Table ColumnLevelTracking
] Table ConflictTable
] Table Connect
a Table Connect_App
a Table Connect_Database
a Table Connect_Description
a Table Connect_Driver
a Table Connect_Encrypt
a Table Connect Password v
Property 4 lof782 | » H ?Unfiltered Search
@ Help < selectAll || %} Clear All ' 0K

Property Selection Screen

The properties are organized by Object Type. Unselect the properties you don’t want to compare. Press the
Select All button to reset the selections.

Property Comparison Results

When you click [Run], Total Access Detective compares the two objects and finds their differences. If property
comparison were conducted on the objects, their differences are shown on the first tab. The list of properties
that are compared can be reduced from the [Property Selection] button. See Property Selection on page 34 for
more details.

Each difference is displayed as a separate record. The list shows the item and property name, along with the
property values for Object 1 and Object 2. Each object contains many items (fields, controls, etc.), each with
many properties. If an item exists in one object and not the other, it is listed as “.Not Defined” in the object’s
column where it does not exist. For identically named items, each property is compared and those with different
values are shown.

Total Access Detective Chapter 3: Comparing Two Objects in One Database e 35



Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects = =
. -, Object 1:
Comparison Differences 1 el
Object 2: tblExample2
Table ‘ Data Records ‘ Meodified Fields ‘
Item - Property - Object 1 - Object 2 | .
Field [Counter] Attributes 17 1
] Field [Counter] DecimalPlaces .Not Defined. 255
Field [Counter] DisplayControl .Not Defined. Text Box
Field [Counter] Seed a8 1
Index [PrimaryKey] DistinctCount 7 6
Index [Run] Index .Not Defined.
Property DatasheetForeColor 0 33554432
v
Differences 4 4 [20f11 | b M + | N2 Unfiltered | [Search | |
I @ Help ‘ I & Report ‘ I %Export I"ﬁ Combine [ [ T'Close ‘ I [{# Exit ‘

Property Comparison Results

When there are many differences, it’s hard to find the important ones. Depending on the object type, a check
box is available to reduce the list to just the most important items to quickly see major differences rather than
trivial property settings.

T@ Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects X X
Comparison Differences °°°* Customers
Object 2: Customers_summary
Table
Item - Property v Object 1 v Object 2 -
Field [Attachments] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Country/Region] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Country] Field .Not Defined.
~ Field [Email Address] Field .Not Defined.
Field [E-mail Address] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Fax Number] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Notes] Field .Not Defined.
B |Field [Postal Code] Field .Not Defined.
Field [State/Province] Field .Not Defined.
Field [State] Field .Not Defined.
Field [Web Page] Field .Not Defined.
B \ Field [ZIP/Postal Code] Field .Not Defined.
Index [State/Province] Index .Not Defined.
Index [State] Index .Not Defined.
_Di}ferences ] W L \_?FEQT\W = E
@ Only show New/Deleted Fields and Indexes «
. @vuelp | EReport | gexport Cfclose || @ ext |

Filter Table Differences to Just Fields in One Table But Not the Other
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e Tables: Fields and Indexes in one table and not the other:

Only show New/Deleted Fields and Indexes

e Queries: Fields and Parameters in one query and not the other:

Only show New/Deleted Fields and Indexes
e  Forms: Controls and Sections in one form and not the other:
Only show New/Deleted Controls and Sections
e  Reports: Controls, Groups and Sections in one report and not the other:

Only show New/Deleted Controls, Groups and Sections

These buttons are available on the Results form for Object differences:

Button Description
Report Select reports to print, preview, report view, and export.
Export Export results into a table in your database. See page 37.
Close Return to the first screen (select objects).
Exit Close Total Access Detective.

Report

The [Report] button opens a dialog with a list of available reports for your current view:

=3 SelectReports X X
Select Reports [ use A4 Paper © Help
Selected -~ Category - Report Name Description
O Object Object Property Differences (Portrait) Object property differences in portrait mode
O Object Object Property Differences (Landscape) Object property differences in landscape mode
Report 4« [10f2 » Search 4 G 3
v Select All | %} Clear All
Current Report: |3 Preview &l view Selected Reports: 50 Print [T% Export " Close

Select Reports Dialog

These options are available:

Button Description

Preview Preview the current report your cursor is on (it does not need to be selected).
View Open the current report in Report View.

Print Send the selected (checked) reports to the printer.

Export Export the selected (checked) reports to a variety of formats in a folder you specify.

For the current report (the current report record), you can Preview it or put it into Report View.

For printing or exporting, select the reports you want by checking them, and press [Print] to send them to your
default printer, or [Export] to send them to a destination and format you specify.

Total Access Detective
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Report Export

You can select one or more reports to export to files by clicking the [Export] button:
5| Export Reports >
Export Reporits

Export Format: Adobe PDF (*.pdf) ~

Output Folder for report files:
C:\Outputh, e

Each report has a default name, so all you need to specify is the folder where the
exported reports are created. Existing files are overwritten.

8 open the PDF Files (requires Adobe Acrobat to be installed)

@ Help . W OK | % cancel

Export Reports to File

Specify the type of output and destination folder. The export formats include Adobe PDF, HTML, Snapshot, Text,
rich text, and XPS. PDF and XPS formats are not available in Microsoft Access 2003 or earlier. Snapshot is not
available in Access 2010 or later.

Click [OK] to generate the files. Each report has a default file name. If any of the files already exists, you are
prompted to confirm overwriting them.

Export Data

Unlike the Export button when selecting reports, the [Export] button while viewing the results lets you to save
the results to a table in your database:

Total Access Detective X
Export table name:

Cancel
My TableMName

Export Results to a Table in Your Database

Data Comparison Results

If you choose to compare data between your tables or queries, and the object have the same fields, the data
comparison results are show on the Data Records and Modified Fields tabs:

Object | Data Records | Modified Fields

Table Results View Options
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Data Records Tab

The Data Records tab shows all the data differences:

E Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects = *
- . Object 1: Customers
Compar"son Differences Object 2: Customers backup
Object | Data Records | Modified Fields
Filter: |None w
# - | CustomeriD - | Diff Type - Differences - | Num Diffs - Diff Fields -
1 ANATR M [ContactMName] 1:Ana Trujille 2:Anna Trujillo 1 [ContactMName]
2 ANTON M [ContactName] 1:Antonio Moreno 2:Antonio Morles 1 [ContactMame]
3 CHOPS M [CompanyName] 1:Chop-suey Chinese 2:Chop-chop Chinese |1 [CompanyName]
4 EASTC M [ContactName] 1:Ann Devon 2:Ann Dolin 1 [ContactName]
3§ FORKC 1 Row not present in table 2
6 LLPOR 2 Row not present in table 1
Differences 4 4 |5 0of 6 L] 'l_' Search
@ Help & Report % Export %% Combine ~ T Close [ Exit

Data Differences for Each Record

The following types of records are flagged:

o

o

o

(¢]

Records in table/query 1 but not table/query 2 (based on key fields)
Records in table/query 2 but not table/query 1 (based on key fields)

Modified records (identical key field values) with the fields with different values listed

For unkeyed tables/queries, the first record that differs (further analysis cannot be performed)

The results include the following information:

Fields Description
Key Field(s) The key field or fields that identify the record
Diff Type The difference type (see below)

Differences

Description that the record is in one but not the other, or for modified records, values
for each field difference

Num Diffs

The number of fields with different values

Diff Fields

The names of the fields that differ

The [Diff Type] field identifies how the record differs:

Diff Type Description

1 The record exists in table/query 1 but not table/query 2.
2 The record exists in table/query 2 but not table/query 1.
M The record exists in both tables/queries and is modified.
N Differences exist (for comparisons without a primary key).
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Use the “Filter” drop down at the top of the form to limit the list by difference Eilter:
type:

For modified records, each field difference is shown with the field name in
brackets ([ 1) and the values for table/query 1 and 2 listed after the number
(“1:” or “2:”). If multiple fields are different, each difference is on a separate

Mewin 1
MNew in 2
Modified

Mon-Keyed

line.

To see more than the first two lines, expand the record’s height or move to the
field and press [Shift]+[F2] to zoom:

| Zoom ? *

| [[Run] 1:4 2:5
[Tag] 1:d 2:r

Fant... Cancel

Zoom to See Contents of the Field

. How the data differences are generated and displayed depend on the data comparison
@Tlp options you selected. For instance, if you selected the option to show only the first 255
characters, the text in the Differences column is truncated after 255 characters.

Modified Fields Tab

The Modified Fields tab shows the field by field difference for modified records. Each table's field value is in its

own field to make it easier to copy.

ﬁ Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects X X
= - Object 1: Customers
Comparison Differences . 5. Cyctomers backu
Object l Data Records ‘ Modified Fields l
# -  CustomerlD .~ RecordDiff . | Field Name « Table 1 - Table 2 v
1 ANATR 1 ContactName Ana Trujillo Anna Trujillo
2 ’ANTON ’ 1 ‘ ContactName | Antonio Moreno Antonio Morles
3 CHOPS 1 CompanyName |Chop-suey Chinese |Chop-chop Chinese
- EASTC 1 ContactName Ann Devon Ann Dolin
@ Help &l Report Q Export = %% Combine ~ TClose G Exit

Table Data Differences, Modified Records
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This does not show new or deleted records (records in one table but not the other):

Result Options

The following options are available at the bottom of the form:

Button

Description

Report

Reports to print, preview, view and export.

Export

Export results into a table in your database. See page 37 for details.

Combine

Combine the data from the tables that you compared into a new table. See page 41 for details.

Close

Return to the first screen (select objects).

Exit

Close Total Access Detective.

Combining Data Between Two Tables

One of the most useful features of Total Access Detective is combining data between two

#¥ Combine

data sources into a new table. Click the [Combine] button when viewing the data
differences to display the Combine Data form:

Total Access Detective - Combine Data

Combine Data Between Two Tables

This feature works if both tables were not modified after the data comparison was run.
If the data changed, run the analysis again before trying to combine them.

Make sure the new table doesn't have settings that prevent adding the data to it. For
instance, secondary indexes that prevent duplicates, field and record validation, etc.

Table 1: tblExamplel
Table 2: tblExample2

Table Name: TAD_ DataCombined

Create New Table From: |[{o]=Elnla ~

B include All Identical Records
B include Records from Table 1 Not in Table 2
[ Include Records from Table 2 Not in Table 1
B include Modified Records from:

O Table1 O Table 2

@ Help W OK ¥ cancel

Combine Table Data Form

Since it is not possible to determine modified records, data from tables and queries
without a unique identifier cannot be combined.

These options are available:

Table Name

Specify the name of the table to create in the current database.
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Create New Table From

Select the table to use for the combined table. If both tables’ properties are identical, it doesn’t matter which
one you choose, but if they are different, you may prefer one over the other.

The rest of the options determine which records are included in the combined table:
Include All Identical Records

Select this option to include the identical records between the two compared tables.
Include Records from Table 1 Not in Table 2

Select this option to include records that are in Table 1, but not in Table 2.

Include Records from Table 2 Not in Table 1

Select this option to include records that are in Table 2, but not in Table 1.

Include Modified Records From

Select this option to include records that exist in both tables, but are modified. Then, specify which table’s
modified records you want in the combined table.

Use Caution If Data Changed Since Comparison

Total Access Detective does not store a copy of the data it compared, just the differences. When it combines the
data from the two tables, it’s using the current data in those sources to populate the new table and apply the
modifications it found. If your data changed since the comparison, the results may not be what you expect. To
avoid problems, run the data comparison again if your data was modified.

Macro and Module Comparison Results

Unlike other comparisons that list different property values, macro and module comparisons (including code
behind forms and reports) show different lines of macro definitions or module code.

Module Procedures are Compared by Name

A module is composed of procedures and properties (the General Declarations section is treated as the first
procedure). Total Access Detective understands VBA syntax and compares each procedure or property to its
corresponding name in the other module. This means that their sort order does not matter, which makes Total
Access Detective much more powerful than a simple text comparison program.

Macros are Compared by Sub-Macro Name

Most macros only contain one set of lines that run from start to finish. However, they may contain multiple sub-
macros if macro names are assigned. Total Access Detective compares macros similar to the way it compares
modules. Again, sort order doesn’t matter—identically named macro names (sub-macros) are compared to each
other, and those that exist in one, but not the other are flagged.

Object Match then Line-by-Line Comparisons

Total Access Detective flags procedures (or sub-macros) that exist in one module (macro) and not the other.

For identically named procedures and macros, Total Access Detective conducts a line-by-line comparison. When
lines differ, the different lines in both objects are shown. If a resync occurs before the end of the procedure, the
last line of each block is shown so you can see they are identical. This technique clearly reveals new, modified,
and deleted lines of code.

For procedures with completely different code (an inability to resync), it tells you they are completely different
rather than listing every line.
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E Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects X X

Object 1: frmExamplel

Comparison Differences o5 tmeamoies

Form | Module Differences ‘ Identical Procedures | Procedures with Differences | Embedded Macros‘

|Declarations Section
Module: [frmExamplel] l

4: ' €4 bit version

5: Private Type OpenFileName
€: 1StructSize As Long

A= hwndCwner As LongPtr

8: hInstance As LongPtr

8 lpstrFilter As String

Module: [frmExamplel]
4: ' 32 bit version
5: Private Type OpenFileName
€: 1lStructSize As Long
b 4 hwndOwner As Long
8 hInstance As Long
S lpstrFilter As String

\Declarations Section
Module: [frmExamplel]

23: 1CustData As LongPtr
24: lpfnHook As LongPtr
25> lpTemplateName As String

Module: [frmExamplel]

23: 1CustData As Long

24: lpfnHook As Long

25= lpTemplateName As String

@ Help Report % Export [ Tclose [ Exit

Module Comparison Results

For every difference, the procedure name is listed followed by each version of it in each module. Differences in
the sort order of the procedures are not documented, since the order is not important.

The Identical Procedures tab lists all the procedures that had no differences.

E Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects X
Object 1: frmExamplel

Comparison Differences 2
Object 2: frmExample2

Form

Module Differences ] Identical Procedures | Procedures with Differences | Embedded Macros

(General Declarations)
cboCountry AfterUpdate
Form AfterUpdate

Form BeforeUpdate

List of Identical Procedures in both Forms

@Tip The module and macro comparison results depend on the options that you selected. See
page 33 for details.
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Embedded Macro Differences

For embedded macros on forms and reports, the differences are shown on the Embedded Macros tab:

E Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects X X
Object 1: frmExamplel

Comparison Differences d
Object 2: frmExample2

Form ‘ Module Differences l Identical Procedures | Procedures with Differences [ Embedded Macros

Item - Event - Differences - Versionl - Version2 -
| OnOpenEmMacro Macros are totally different (no lines match) Version =196611 Version =196611
ColumnsShown =0 ColumnsShown =0
Begin Begin
Action ="MsgBox" Action ="MsgBox"
Argument ="Greetings" Argument ="Salutations"
OnCloseEmMacro| [frmExamplel] does not contain embedded macro Version =196611
[OnCloseEmMacro] ColumnsShown =0
Begin
Action ="MsgBox"
Argument ="Goodbye"
Control OnClickEmMacro |Form: [frmExamplel] Version =196611 Version =196611
[emdHello] 4: MsgBox {Message} Before 2011 {Beep} Yes ColumnsShown =0 ColumnsShown =0
{Type} None {Title} Begin Begin
5: Else {1} {2} Action ="MsgBox" Action ="MsgBox"
Argument ="How are Argument ="How are
Control OnClickEmMacro |Form: [frmExamplel] Version =196611 Version =196611
[cmdClose] 3:End If ColumnsShown =0 ColumnsShown =0
Begin Begin
Form: [frmExample2] Condition Condition
3:Beep ="MsgBox(\"Do you want |="MsgBox(\"Do you want
Differences 4 1of4 ) Z Search
@ Help &l Report QExport ~TClose [ Exit

Differences between Embedded Macros

They are listed by Item (control name or blank for the form/report level), event name, and the differences. The
original complete embedded macro values in the two objects are displayed under Versionl and Version2.
Reports are also available for Embedded Macro differences.

Macro and Module Comparison Reports

Three sets of reports are available for module differences. Click [Report] to access these reports.
Macro and Module Differences Report

List of differences at the object level (procedure or sub-macro) and line-by-line level for identically named
objects.

Source Code Reports

A listing of the source code for the entire macro or module. This includes line numbers (which restart for each
submacro or procedure), and makes it easy to identify lines referenced in the Differences report.

Identical Procedures Report

The list of procedures with no differences is available. This list is not generated if the two modules are identical.
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Viewing Last Analysis

The Last Analysis button retrieves your most recent results after you close or exit the comparison wizard. This
button is only enabled if your current database is the same as the database where the last analysis was run.
Additionally, if your objects were modified since the last analysis, the results will not be current.

E Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects

Compare

Total Access k> T

Object Type to Compare:

Tables v
Object 1:
tblExamplel
Object 2: 4
tblExample2 v

Comparison Options Record Identifier: Sequential (Table)

: | Data Options | Field Comparisen: All Fields

© Objectand Data : Ignore Case: No

O Object Only Document: All (Record); All (Memo)

O Data Only Display: Compressed

Numerical Accuracy: Exact
= - ! Run
‘ﬁproperty Selection
© Help @ About  [Je|compare Text | 2 Last Analysis [ Exit

Last Analysis Button

Text Comparison

Total Access Detective offers a module (text) comparison feature that does not require your code to be in an
existing module. Simply type, paste, or retrieve the text from a file. Press the [Compare Text] button at the
bottom of the main form.

(2] Total Access Detective - Compare Two Objects

Compare

Total Access e i

Object Type to Compare:

Tables v
Object 1:
tblExamplel v
Object 2: Ty
tblExample2 v

Comparison Options Record Identifier: Sequential (Table)

, ——-1 Data Options | Field Comparison: All Fields

© Object and Data ; lgnore Case: No

O Object Only Document: All (Record); All (Memo)

O Data Only Display: Compressed

Numerical Accuracy: Exact
- ; ! Run
“Aproperty Selection
© Help @ About | [Je|compare Text | 2= Last Analysis @ Exit

Compare Text Button
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The text can be compared as regular blocks of text, or as VBA code, which performs procedure/property
comparisons (similar to module comparison, described on page 33).

Entering Text Blocks for Comparison

Click [Compare Text] on the main form to launch the text comparison form:

TE Total Access Detective - Text Comparison X X
Enter Text to Compare {lJ ClearAll W Refresh All @ Help
Name for Block 1: |C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\Form_frmExamplel.cls ees | 1]

Option Compare Database
Option Explicit

' €4 bit version L]
Private Type OpenFileName FI rst b I OCk Of
1StructSize As Long
hwndCwner As LongPtr
hInstance As LongPtr
lpstrFilter As Scring text to Com a re
lpstrCustomFilter As String
nMaxCustFilter As Long
nFilterIndex As Long

lpstrFile As String
nMaxFile As Long

=]

Name for Block 2: Ic:\Tota| Access Detective 2025\Samples\Form_frmExample2.cls eee || 1D

Option Compare Database
Option Explicit

' 32 bit version

Ghiiats Tive Doc el Second block Of
1StructSize As Long
hwndCwner As Long
hInstance As Long
lpstrFilter As String text to com a re
lpstrCustomFilter As String p
nMaxCustFilter As Long
nFilterIndex As Long
lpstrFile As String
nMaxFile As Long

Resyne Hings=3 (R

Treatas Code @ = Text Options : :
Ignore: Indentations

Text Comparison Form

There are sections for the two blocks of text to compare.

1. You can select the text from a file using the [...] button. It automatically puts the file name in the Name
section and the text contents below it.

a. Usethe Refresh button| &3 | to update the text from the file.

b. The [Refresh All] button O Refresh All updates both text blocks with their current file text.

2. You can paste the text into the form and give it a name. By default, the names are Block 1 and 2, so use a
better name to make the comparison results more understandable.

Clear Text

To clear the text for a block, click the Trash can button m next to it.

N
To reset the both names and text blocks, click the [Clear All] button m Clear All
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Comparison Options

At the bottom of the form, there are options to specify how the text should be compared.

Treat as VBA Code

) ) ., TIreatasCode
When you select the Treat as VBA option, Total Access Detective analyzes your text asif = — B

it is module or class code. This is similar to the analysis performed on modules in your database—it breaks your
text into its parts (declarations, procedures, and properties) and compares it to the corresponding sections in the
other text block. Identically named objects are compared (regardless of where they are located in each text
block), and any lines that don’t match are reported as differences. If there is not a corresponding procedure or
property, the results simply show that the procedure or property exists in one but not the other.

If you check this option and your text is not code, Total Access Detective treats your entire text block as if it were
the general declarations section of a module. If you are not comparing code, uncheck this option to perform a
simple text comparison.

Text Options

Text Options

The Text Options button lets you specify how to compare the text. These options
are identical to the Module Comparison options described in Module and Macro Text Comparison Options on
page 33. The items selected to ignore are displayed next to the button.

Text Comparison Results

Press [Run] to perform the analysis and the results are displayed:

E Total Access Detective - Text Comparison Results X X

Text Block Differences | Identical Procedures | Procedures with Differences

Declarations Section
Module: [C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\Form frmExamplel.cls]

4: ' €4 bit version

5: Private Type OpenFileName
6: 1StructSize As Long

7

hwndCwner As LongPtr
hInstance As LongPtr
lpstrFilter As Strin

[

Module: [C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\Form frmExample2.cls]
4: ' 32 bit version

: Private Type OpenFileName

1StructSize As Long

hwndCwner As Long

hInstance As Long

lpstrFilter As String

-

w ow

Declarations Section
Module: [C:\Total Rccess Detective 2025\Samples\Form frmExamplel.cls]

23: 1CustData As LongPtr
24: lpfnHook As LongPtr
25: lpTemplateName As String

Module: [C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\Form frmExample2.cls]
23: 1CustData As Long

24: lpfnHook As Long

25: lpTemplateName As String

© Help ﬁ Report r%Egport 4= Back K Cancel

Text Comparison Results: Differences Tab
The results are similar to macro and module comparison results. Print the results by clicking [Report], or use the
[Export] button to export them.

The Identical Procedures tab displays the list of procedure names that did not have any differences. This makes it
easy to confirm that no changes occurred in those procedures:
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@ Total Access Detective - Text Comparison Results X

Text Block Differences | Identical Procedures | Procedures with Differences

(General Declarations)
GetCommandLine
GetCommandLineValues
OpenfllDatabases
OpenBackendDatzabase
RelinkA11Tables
RelinkTzble
SetErrorTrapping

Text Comparison Results: Identical Procedures Tab

In addition to the Text Block Differences, see the list of procedures with differences:

-Z| Total Access Detective - Text Comparison Results X

Text Block Differences | Identical Procedures | Procedures with Differences L

EncryptNumber
EncryptTables
EncryptTableField

Text Comparison Results: Procedures with Differences Tab
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Chapter 4: Comparing Objects in Two Databases

This chapter explains Total Access Detective’s Database Comparison feature, which compares objects between
two databases. The results show unmatched objects, modified objects, and differences in objects with identical
names. Table relationships, data, security permissions, database properties, and library references can also be
compared.

Topics in this Chapter

Database Comparison Overview
Database Preparation

Database Comparison Wizard
Generating Database Comparison
Viewing Results and Printing Reports
Results Overview

Unmatched Objects

Errors

Object Differences

Macro Differences

Module Differences

Data Differences

Reports

VRUBURVEVRVEVEVEURURVEURUEN

Compare Two Blocks of Text
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Database Comparison Overview

The Database Comparison wizard guides you through selecting the databases and objects to compare.

Preparing Your Database

If you want to compare certain object types in an Access database (command bars or library references), you
must complete a preparation step before running the wizard (see Database Preparation below for details).

Starting the Database Comparison
If you prepared your database, or if you do not want to compare the objects listed above, open the

TADETECT.ACCDB database.

This database is located in the folder where you installed Total Access Detective, and the Setup program creates
a shortcut to the database in the Windows Start menu.

Using the Database Comparison Wizard

When the Wizard opens, follow these steps to compare the databases:
1. Specify the two databases to compare
2. Review the list of unmatched objects (objects that exist in one database but not the other)
3. Select the identically named objects for detailed analysis
4. Specify the comparison options
5

Generate the comparison and view/print the results

Database Preparation

Database preparation is not necessary if you are just comparing tables, queries, forms, reports, macros, and
modules between your Access ACCDB/MDB databases. It is necessary to compare certain objects like command
bars and library references.

Database preparation is required because Microsoft Access does not allow certain objects to be examined
without having the database itself open. Because Database Comparison doesn’t open either database, it cannot
see these properties. When you prepare your database, Total Access Detective creates a separate database that
contains these objects, and that database is used during analysis.

Launch the Database Prepare Add-in

To prepare your databases for comparison, open each database is Microsoft Access. Then from each database,
run Total Access Detective Prepare.

Database Tools Help £ Tell me what you want to do

[0 Database Documenter _FH @ . ﬁ
E5 T

*E Analyze Performance

hips Access  SharePoint Add-
#7] Analyze Table Database ins v
elationships Analyze Move Data Add-In Manager

Total Access Analyzer

Total Access Detective

» Total Access Detective Prepare

Total Access Emailer

Microsoft Access 365/2024-2016 Add-ins Menu for Launching Total Access Detective
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This screen appears:

Total Access Detective - Database Preparation

Prepare Database

This utility prepares this database for comparison by storing information
on its import/export specifications, custom command bars, and library
references. The data is stored in a file in the database's folder.

Output File:
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindDev.DDB

@ Help id About " OK % cancel

Confirm Database Preparation

Click [OK] to proceed, and a database is created in the same folder and name as your database with an extension
of .DDB or .DDE for your databases with extensions *.ACCDB/*.MDB, and *.ACCDE/*.MDE respectively). This
database contains information necessary for Total Access Detective to compare these objects.

Once you prepare a database, you do not need to repeat this process unless you modified or added a command
bar or VBA library reference.

If you no longer need the preparation files, you can safely delete them to reclaim disk space.

Database Comparison Wizard

To compare databases, open the TADetect. ACCDB database from the folder where you installed the program, or
use the shortcut in the Windows start menu under:

Total Access Detective 2026 Database Compare

This can also be found from the Windows Search bar by searching "Detective":

O cective

& o Apps Documents Web Settings People Folders Photos »

Best match
)

Total Access Detective 2025 @4"
m Database Compare %

App

Total Access Detective 2025 Database
Search the web Compa re
App
l, detective - See more search results >

Windows 11 Search for “Detective”

For Windows 8, 10 and later, the Windows shortcut doesn’t include the FMS level.
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Total Access Detective is launched with the correct version of Microsoft Access even if you have multiple Access
versions installed on your machine. This is handled by our Total Access Startup program. Please visit fmsinc.com
or contact us for additional information.

When the database opens, the main form appears:

=2] Main Menu X

Total Access

;’ Generate New Comparison
g Between Two Databases

Difference
Detector for ,@ S
Microsoft*Access

365/2024 ZIQJ Compare Two Blocks of Text

@ Help & About Suggestion Box G Exit

Database Comparison Wizard Main Form

The main form has the following buttons:

Button Description
Generate New Comparison Launch the Database Comparison wizard to compare two databases
View, Filter, and Print View the results of the databases compared, and print reports. You can

also open previously compared results.

Compare Two Blocks of Text Compare any two blocks of text

Generating Database Comparison

To compare two databases, click [Generate New Comparison .
Between Two Databases], and the wizard guides you . Generate New Comparison
through the process: j Between Two Databases

1. Specify the two databases to compare

2. Review the list of identically named objects, and the list objects found in only one of the databases
3. Select the identically named objects to compare

4. Specify the comparison options

5. Start the object comparison

When you click [Finish], Total Access Detective examines the databases and generates the results. You can then
see the database differences by selecting [View, Filter, and Print Comparison Results] from the main form.
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Page 1 — Select Databases to Compare

From the main form, click [Generate New Comparison Between Two Databases] to start the comparison.

E Total Access Detective - Compare Databases Wizard (Page 1 of 3) X

Total Access

Select the two databases to compare, then

||
click Next to continue

Select Database 1, the First Database to Compare:
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\5amples\NorthwindDev.accdb san

Select Database 2, the Second Database to Compare:
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\5amples\NorthwindStarter.accdb

@ Help 4a Back Next = ¥ Finish

Select the Two Databases to Compare
Use the [...] buttons to locate the databases to compare, and click [Next]. If you press [Finish], all identically
named objects in the two databases are compared using your last specified options.

Page 2 — Review the Identically Named Objects

Total Access Detective performs a quick analysis and displays all the identically named objects in the two
databases:

El Total Access Detective - Compare Databases Wizard (Page 2 of 5) X

Select Objects to Compare @ Help

Database 1: C:\Total Access i \ \ i accdb
Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindStarter.accdb

Al Name Filter: |

g Tables Select - Status - | ObjectType - Object Name - Databasel - Database2 ~ | LinkedTablel - | LinkedTable2 -
& Queries [] ? Database Database [ [ ] O
a ! |Table Employees 5/510:02:05 AM! 5/5 10:02:18 AM| O 0
B Forms [] ! Table NorthwindFeatures 5/5 9:53:20 AM 5/59:51:56 AM| ] ]
5] Reports a ! Table OrderDetails 5/510:02:05 AM 5/510:02:18 AM 0 a
- [] ! Table Orders 5/510:02:05 AM| 5/510:02:18 AM @ @]
;3 L= ] | |Table OrderStatus 5/510:02:05 AM| 5/510:02:18 AM| 0 0
¢ Modules a ! Table Products 5/5 10:02:05 AM| 5/5 10:02:18 AM| ] ]
. Gmd Bars a ! Table ting: 5/5 9:53:03 AM 5/59:51:49 AM 0] (@)
] ! Table Welcome 5/59:53:03 AM 5/59:51:49 AM ] @]
Relations [] ! Query grycboCustomers 5/59:58:36 AM 5/510:02:14 AM ] O
& Imp/Exp [] ! Query qr y 5/59:58:42 AM| 5/5 10:02:14 AM ] O
a ! Query grycboOrderStatus 5/5 9:58:35 AM 25/5 9:51:50 AM; ] ]
[] ! Query qrycboProducts 5/59:58:36 AM| 5/510:02:14 AM 0] (@]
-] ! Query gryEmployeelogin 5/5 9:58:43 AM| 5/510:02:15 AM m] ]
[] ! Query gryinvoice 5/59:58:42 AM 5/59:52:54 AM ] O
-] ! Query gryOrder 5/59:58:29 AM 5/510:02:14 AM| ] ]
] ! Query qryOrders_MostRecent_Custom 5/59:53:03 AM 5/59:51:49 AM O] O
-] ! Query qgryOrders_| _Employ, 5/59:53:39 AM| 5/59:51:49 AM| ] a
[] ! Query qryOrders_MostRecent_Modifie| 5/59:53:26 AM 5/59:51:57 AM ] O

Object 4 4[20f57 | » ¥ N2 Search

¥ Select All | |+ Select Diffs | | ¥ Clear All

Report | ¢ Unmatched Objects X Cancel @Back || Nexts || Finish

Select Objects for Comparison

Total Access Detective
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Use the icons on the left side to filter the list by object type. The Status column can help you determine which
objects to select for comparison:

Status Description

<none> Objects have the same dates (most likely identical).

?

Two tables have identical dates, but their data may differ. For tables, modification dates
are based on structural changes, not data entry.

Objects are not the same. Last Modified dates do not match.

The LinkedTablel and LinkedTable2 columns are checked if the row is a Table and it is a linked table.
LinkedTablel is for the table in database 1. LinkedTable2 is for the table in database 2.

Selecting Objects for Comparison

To select an object for analysis, use its corresponding check box. The [Select All] button selects all objects in the

current filter, and the [Select Diffs] button selects all objects with different last modification dates (objects with
the ! symbol in the status column).

@Tlp Keep in mind that the last modified date does not change when data changes are made. If

you want to compare table data, be sure to flag all tables with the ? symbol in the status
column.

Note: For ADPs, only Access objects (forms, reports, macros, modules, command bars, and library references)

can be compared.
Printing the List of Identically Named Objects

The list of identically named objects gives a quick overview of the databases— use the [Report] button for a
report of these objects:

== Select Reports X
Select Reports [ Use A4 Paper @ Help
selected - Category - Report Name - Description -
[ Summary Objects in Both Databases  Objects with the same name in both databases
Current Report: |3, Preview & view Selected Reports: @ Print [T Export 7 Close

Print Objects in Both Databases

Unmatched Objects

Click the [Unmatched Objects] button for a list of objects that exist in one database, but not the other:
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[=Z] Unmatched Objects X X
Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindDev.accdb
Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindStarter.accdb
Objects in Database 1 that are not in Database 2: Objects in Database 2 that are not in Database 1:
Type - Name - Type - Name | &

Catalog_TableOfC Customers

Table Companies Query gryActiveCustomers

Table CompanyTypes Query gryCustomerList

Table Contacts Query gryCustomerProductSummary

Table EmployeePrivileges Query gryDistinctProductsThisWeek

Table Learn Query gryEmployeeDetails

Table MRU Query gryEmployeelList

Table OrderDetailStatus Query gryOrderDetails

Table Privileges Query gryOrders

Table ProductCategories Query gryOrders_MostRecent_OrderDate

Table ProductVendors Query gryProducts

Table PurchaseOrderDetails Query gryrptSalesByProduct

Table PurchaseOrders Query grySales_YTD

Table PurchaseOrderStatus Form frmCustomerDetail

Table States Form frmCustomertList

Table StockTake Form frmEmployeeDetail

Table Strings Form frmHidden

Table TaxStatus Form frmMainMenu

Table Titles Form sfrmCustomerDetail_OrderList

Table UserSettings Form sfrmCustomerDetail_ProductList

Query grycboCompanyType Form sfrmEmployeeDetail_OrderList

Query grycboOrderDetailStatus Form sfrmMainMenu_Learn

Query grycboProductCategories o Form sfrmMainMenu_OrderList v
Object 14 +[10f140 | + M+ [§7 [Search «4®» Object 14« [10f37 M Sé [Search

@ Help & Report 1 Close
Unmatched Objects

This list shows you all objects that were added or deleted from either database. Review this list for a quick
overview of the different objects in the databases, or use the [Report] button to generate a report.

Page 3 — Specify Comparison Options

A variety of comparison options are available for the selected objects:

E Total Access Detective - Compare Databases Wizard (Page 3 of 5) X

Database Comparison Options

Database 1: :é:\TotaI Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindDev.accdb \

Database 2: Eg:)‘[oj(g | Access Detective 202§\S§mp!es\Northrvyripdiswtrarrfcg(.Vaiqgciip ‘

8 Compare Table Data @ compare References

m Evb‘até Options | () compare Permissions
‘ (Only if databases are secured)

Record Identifier: Sequential (Table)
Record Identifier: Sequential (Query)
Field Comparison: All Fields 2 Compare Report Modules
Ignore Case: No

Document: All (Record); All (Memo)
Display: Compressed

Numerical Accuracy: Exact Resync Lines: 3

@ compare Form Modules

Text Options

a Compare Field Properties

j .j Property Selection |

@ Help X Cancel @ Back | Next= Y FEinish

Database Comparison Options
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Compare Table Data

When comparing tables, you can optionally compare data. Note that only data in local tables can be compared—
linked tables cannot be compared. To compare linked tables, either import the tables or use the Object
Comparison feature described in the previous chapter. Because tables cannot be compared between ADPs, data
comparison is not available in ADPs.

@Tlp Data comparison can take a significant amount of time for tables with many records.
Compare local copies of your databases to reduce the documentation time.

Additional data comparison options are available from the Data Options button: = Data Options

These options are identical to the data options for Object Comparison and are explained in Data Comparison
Options on page 27.

Compare Field Properties

Select this option to compare table and query field properties. Retrieving field properties for linked tables is
relatively slow. If you have many linked tables, consider using the database that contains these tables in your
documentation, or unselect this option if you are not interested in field properties.

Compare References

Select this option to compare VBA (library) references between the two databases. To compare references, your
databases must be prepared using the instructions on page 50.

Compare Permissions
Select this option to compare security (permissions) settings.

. Microsoft Access does not allow you to access the permissions of objects unless you have
@Tlp sufficient security rights. The best way to avoid problems with permissions comparisons is

to log into Microsoft Access as a member of the Admin group before starting Total Access
Detective.

Compare Form and Report Modules

Select these options to compare the code behind the selected forms and reports. If you are only interested in
layout information, you can speed up processing by turning these options off.

Module and Macro Options
= Text Options

You can specify the # of Lines to Resync and the types of code to ignore to adjust how Total Access Detective
finds differences in modules and macros. These are identical to the options under Object Comparison (explained
on page 33).

Page 4 — Database Verification

If you select command bars or references for comparison, Total Access Detective checks if the database was
properly prepared (as explained on page 50). Page 4 displays the preparation status:
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El Total Access Detective - Cormnpare Databases Wizard (Page 4 of 5) >
Database Preparation Status

Database 1:

C:\Total Access Detective 2025\5amples\NorthwindDev.accdb
Database Prepared: 5/5 10:07:17 AM
Command Bars Prepared: None Selected
References Prepared: Yes

Database 2:

C:\Total Access Detective 2025\5amples\NorthwindStarter.accdb
Database Prepared: 5/5 10:08:03 AM

Command Bars Prepared: None Selected
References Prepared: Yes

i@ Help ¥ cancel 4 Back Next = ¥ FEinish

Database Preparation Status

If you’ve properly prepared both databases, the indicators on this page display “Yes.” If either database is not
prepared, one or more of the indicators display “No,” and a message appears at the bottom of the page. If this
occurs, you should prepare the problem database, and restart the Database Comparison wizard.

If everything is okay, click [Next].

@Tlp If you have no data access pages, command bars, or references selected, one or more of
the indicators on this page will display “None Selected.”

Page 5 — Storage Database

By default, Total Access Detective stores the database comparison results in a database called TAD_DB.TDA in
your application data folder (it’s just an Access MDB file with a TDA extension). You can change this from this
screen:

2] Total Access Detective - Compare Databases Wizard (Page 5 of 3) X

Storage Database Location

Storage Database:
C:\Users\AppData\Roaming\FMS\Total Access Detective\25.0\TAD_DB.TDA see

Specify Database Storage Name

If the file already exists, information on the databases and when it was compared is displayed.
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If you specified a file in a different folder, the [Make this the Default Storage Folder] button is enabled to let you

set that as your new default folder for your output databases.

When you're ready, press [Finish] to start the analysis.

Comparisons Completed

While Total Access Detective is comparing the databases, it displays the current progress and the objects being

compared. The processing time depends on the number of objects selected and their complexity.

When the comparison finishes, Total Access Detective displays the number of differences, the number of errors

found, and the elapsed time for the comparison process:

il Total Access Detective - Database Comparisen Completed

Comparison Complete!

Storage: C:\Users\AppData\Roaming\FMS\Total Access Detective\25.0\TAD_DB.TDA
Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\5amples\NorthwindDev.accdb
Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\5amples\NorthwindStarter.accdb

Differences Detected: 1.884
Errors Encountered: 14
Elapsed Time: 00:07:06

Comparison Completed

Click [OK] to return to the main menu, and use the [View, Filter, and Print Comparison Results] button to see the

results.

Viewing Results and Printing Reports

From the main form, select the [View, Filter, and Print R
Comparison Results] button to examine the results of the ‘
Database Comparison.

View, Filter, and Print
Comparison Results
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E] Comparison Results X

Storage: eee C:\Users\AppData\Roaming\FMS\Total Access Detective\25.0\TAD_DB.TDA
Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindDev.accdb
Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindStarter.accdb
Compared: 5/5/2025 11:01:36 AM

Overview Unmatched Objects Errors

Object Macro Module
Differences Differences Differences
€} 22 &
Data
Differences Reports

© Help

7 Close

Database Comparison Results Menu

The top of the form shows the database name where the comparisons are stored, the names of the two

databases that were compared, and when the comparison occurred. If you saved the results in different
database names, you can load it with the browse [...] button.

Buttons are enabled or disabled based on the results of the comparison.

Overview
Summary of differences by object type for properties and code

Unmatched Objects
Objects that exist in one database but not the other.

Errors

Object Differences

—1
@ Comparison errors, including objects that could not be compared.

Property differences for all objects (tables, relationships, forms, etc.)

Macro Differences

—
= i
i Macro differences and Macro source code.
Module Differences
O%‘g Module differences and source code, including form and report modules.
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Data Differences
E Table data differences.

Reports

sy
(ks

Results reports for previewing and printing.

Results Overview

View a summary of all the differences between the objects compared between the

Q databases.
§ =1

Two tabs are available to see the number of differences by Object Type and Object Name.

Summary by Object Type Tab

El Comparison Results El Comparison Overview *
Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindStarter.accdb
Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\5amples\NorthwindDev.accdb
. Summary by Object Type I Summary by Object
nGEE (nEEE Number of Objects Differences -
Object Type Total Notin2 Notinl Identical Selected Different Properties Code Errors
1 1 1 1 8
Table 61 1 20 20 3 8 204 14
Query 95 12 a7 18 18 18 480
Form 70 16 26 14 14 14 828 110
Report 22 2 10 5 3 3 132 31
Macro 5 3 1 1 1 2 1
Module 26 1 11 7 7 7 14 70
Reference 12 2 5 5
Relation 32 2 24 3 3
Total 324 37 140 74 62 54 1,668 212 14
v
@ Help & Report % Export =T Close

Comparison Overview, Object Type Tab

For each object type see:
o Number of total items for the object type
o  Number in one database and not the other
o Number of identically named object
o Number selected for comparison and of those, the number that have differences
o  For the differences that were found, the number of property and code differences

o Number of objects with errors that prevented them from being compared

Summary by Object Tab

For each object name, see the number of property differences and code differences, if any.
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|E-_E| Comparison Results \E-_E| Comparison Overview X

Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindStarter.accdb

Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindDev.accdb

Summary by Object Type I Summary by Object

Type - Name ~ | Property Differences - | Code Differences - A
Database 3
Form _Design 10|
Form frmAbout 26 3
Form frmAdmin 43 14
Form frmCredentials 23 8
Form frmLogin 15| 10|
Form frmNorthwindFeatures 153 1]
Form frmOrderDetails 156 34
Form frmProductDetail 267 28|
Form frmStartup 2|
Form frmWelcome 43 4
Form sfrmAdmin_DeleteTestData 6/ 1]
Form sfrmAdmin_InternetOrders 14| 4
Form sfrmAdmin_ResetDates 13 1]
Form sfrmAdmin_SystemSettings 52| 2|
Total 1668/ 212 v
Object M 1of54 | b M ']_’ Search
@ Help Report g Export [ Close
Comparison Overview, Object Tab
Unmatched Objects
Total Access Detective lists objects (tables, queries, forms, reports, macros, modules,
% command bars, relations, references) in one database but not the other.
‘ Quickly discover new or deleted objects.

|E-_E| Comparison Results X |E-_E| Unmatched Objects X s

Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindStarter.accdb

Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindDev.accdb

Objects in Database 1that are not in Database 2: Objects in Database 2 that are not in Database 1:

Type - Name - Type - Name -
Customers able] Catalog_TableOfContents |
Query gryActiveCustomers Table Companies
CQuery gryCustomerList Table CompanyTypes
Query gryCustomerProductSummary Table Contacts
Query gryDistinctProductsThisWeek Table EmployeePrivileges
Query gryEmployeeDetails Table Learn
Query gryEmployeelist Table MRU
Query gryOrderDetails Table OrderDetailStatus
Query gryOrders Table Privileges
Query gryOrders_MostRecent_OrderDate Table ProductCategories
Query gryProducts Table ProductVendors
Query gryrptSalesByProduct Table PurchaseOrderDetails
Query grySales_YTD Table PurchaseCrders
Form frmCustomerDetail Table PurchaseQOrderStatus
Form frmCustomerList Table States
Form frmEmployeeDetail Table StockTake
Form frmHidden Table Strings
Corrma FronBAainhlan = Tahla TawChatiie =

Object 4 < [10f 37 ’ Sg search 4@ > Object 4« [10f 140 ¥ 5S¢ Search 4@ >
@ Help Report [T Close
Unmatched Objects

See Unmatched Objects on page 54 for more information
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Errors

Total Access Detective may be unable to compare certain objects. For instance, data
comparison on tables with different structures, corrupt objects, and queries based on missing
tables cannot be compared. These objects and errors (or warnings) are listed on the Errors
form.

—
E Comparison Results X E Comparison Errors X x
Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindStarter.accdb

Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindDev.accdb

Database ~| Type - Name - Error Encountered -
C:\Total ) | Table  Employees Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\| Table NorthwindFeatures Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\|| Table OrderDetails Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\|| Table Orders Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\|| Table OrderStatus Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\|| Table Products Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\5amples\| Table Welcome Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\|Table | Employees Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\5amples\| Table MNorthwindFeatures Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\| Table OrderDetails Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\|| Table Orders Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\|| Table OrderStatus Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\|| Table Products Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.
C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\|| Table Welcome Cannot compare data in tables with different structures.

Error 4 < [10f14 | » » 52 search

@ Help & Report g Export T glose

Comparison Errors

Object Differences

Differences in property values for identically named objects are listed under [Object
Differences].

If an item exists in one object and not the other, it is listed as Unmatched, but its properties
are not listed.

Object Tab

E Comparison Results X E Object Differences  x *
Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindStarter.acedb
Database 2; C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples\NorthwindDev.accdb
@al OForm «| Name +| O Advanced |so0
Object | Embedded Macros
Type - MName - Item - Property - Database 1 - Database 2 | A
Form frmAbout Control [Box254] HorizontalAnchor |Both Left .
Form frmAbout Control [Box255] HorizontalAnchor |Both Left
Form frmAbout Control [Box256] HorizontalAnchor |Both Left
Form frmAbout Control [cmdClose] ForeTint 60 100
Form frmAbout Control [cmdClose] Left 10920
Form frmAbout Control [cmdClose] OnClick [Event Procedure]
Form frmAbout Control [cmdClose] Top 6960
Form frmAbout Control [cmdClose] Width 1140 1020
Form frmAbout Control [imgNorthwindTrs SizeMode Stretch Zoom
Form frmAbout Control [imgNorthwindTrg Top 120 60
Form frmAbout Control [Label230] Unmatched .Not Defined.
Form frmAbout Control [Iblversion] Unmatched .Not Defined.
Form frmAbout | Control [txtAbout] ControlSource About =GetString(41)
v
P— PSP P P Fmememlon —— n
Difference 4 4 |31 0f 1668 | » M S Unfiltered | [Search
@ Help H Report g Export [T Close

Object Differences, Object Tab
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While viewing the results, you can view reports and export the results to a table in another database.

Filtering the List

Since the list of object differences can be large, a filter is available to limit the list by object type, name, and
property. The object type and optional name filter makes it easy to select a specific object type, then by name.

atab - Name:l ﬂ O Advanced |£|

Filter by Object Type and/or Name
When filtered by object type, the Object tab displays a check box to filter the list for major differences such as:
e  Tables: Fields and Indexes in one table and not the other:
e Queries: Fields and Parameters in one query and not the other:
e  Forms: Controls and Sections in one form and not the other:
e Reports: Controls, Groups and Sections in one report and not the other:

For more detailed filtering by object and property, select the Advanced option and click the [...] button.

Embedded Macros tab

If there are differences between embedded macros on forms and reports, an additional Embedded Macros tab is

available:
Object | Embedded Macrosl
Type ~|  Name . Item =2 Event el Differences ol Database 1 & a
frmAdmin|
Form frmAdmin Control OnClickEmMacro |[C\Total Access Detective |Version =196611
[cmdDeleteTestData] 2025\Samples\NorthwindD | ColumnsShown =0
ev.accdb] does not contain |Begin
embedded macro Action ="SetValue"
[OnClickEmMacro] Argument
="[sfrmAdmin].[SourceObject]
Argument v
- N e fmm A i DAl ab AT AN
Difference 4 4 [dof25 | » M » | NZuoFiter |[Search | | « co—————————— »

Embedded Macro Differences between Forms and Reports

Advanced Filtering by Object and Property

Select the Advanced option and click the [...] button: O Advanced E]

The Objects tab lists the objects included in the comparison.
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(2] Fiter X
Database Object and Property Filter

Objects | Properties

All Select objects to include in the filter
T Name Eilter: | @
Tables @ Database -
@ Table Employees ]
Queries @ Table NorthwindFeatures
&5 Forms @ Table OrderDetails
@ Table Orders
e @ Table Orderstatus
p Macros B Table Products
Modules @ Table SystemSettings
@ Table Welcome
@ auery grycboCustomers
Refations 8 auery qrycboEmployees
B auery qrychoOrderStatus
CgiEE @ aquery grycboProducts
a Query gryEmployeelogin
a Query qrylnvoice
@ auery gryOrder
@ auery qryOrders_MostRecent_Customer
B auery qryOrders_MostRecent_Employee -
’-au:d: 4 <[1of54 | » M 7 r? Io Filter | [Search | ° |

| @ Help | |<a§electAll || &3 Clear All | | W 0K |

Object and Property Filter, Objects Tab

The Properties tab lists the properties where differences were found between the two databases.

@ Filter s
 Database Object and Property Filter
Objects | Properties
All Select properties to include in the filter
Peletemn Name Eilter: | lz‘ ‘
— # Database AppTitle a
@ Database Continuous Form Record Navigation Keys .
Queries @ Database CustomRibbonID
Forms @ Database DefaultBackupLocation
Cenort @ patabase Name
eports
= 8 Database Property Sheet Label Width
» Macros @ Database Theme Resource Name
Modules B Database Use Microsoft Access 2007 compatible cache
- @ rorm AfterDelConfirm
Crnd Bars 8 Form AfterDelConfirmEmMacro
Relations @ rorm Afterlnsert
. @ rorm AfterlnsertEmMacro
J Imo/Exp @ rorm AfterUpdate
@ rorm AfterUpdateEmMacro
@ rorm AllowEdits
@ rorm AllowFormView
@ Form AutoHeight
@ rorm BackColor
v
- P aleCinel
’-P-@perty W [1of216 | b » b | N7 0o Filer |[Search | |
| @ Help | |@-§electAll || &} Clear All | | W OK |

Object and Property Filter, Properties Tab .
Use the icon menu on the left to filter the object or property list, and the [Select All] and [Clear All] buttons to

help you select the desired items

After selecting the objects and properties to include in the filter, click [OK] to return to the results form with the
filter applied.
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Filters Also Apply to Export and Reports

The filter that you

select is respected when you export and print the results. For example, if you filter the list to

show only differences in the Customers table, and then export the results, only the differences for that table are
exported. If you filter the list to show only the RowSource property, and then print the report, only RowSource

differences are pri

nted.

Macro Differences

Total Access Detective performs line-by-line comparisons for the selected macros, and
displays code differences (including modified lines and blocks of added or deleted code).

Each macro may have sub-macros (macro names) within it— Total Access Detective reports
differences in sub-macros as well.

Note: Total Access Detective does not document differences in the sort order of macro names, since sort order
doesn’t affect the macro’s behavior.

E Comparison Results 3 Macro Differences > X

Object Type: |Macro ~ | Object Name: AutoExec ~

2- If

1:- If

Database: [C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples‘NorthwindStarter.accdb] L
1: OpenForm {Form Name} froHidden {View} Form {Filter Namel} {Where Condition} {Data Mode] {Window Mode} Hidden

Database: [C:\Total Access Detectiwve 2025\Samples‘NorthwindDev.accdk]

@ Help & Report % Export " T Close

Macro Differences

These buttons are available:

Button

Description

Report

Reports for the differences and source code for each macro. Reports are available for the
currently viewed macro or all the macros with differences.

Export

Export the results into a table in the database you specify

Module Differences

Total Access Detective performs line-by-line comparisons for the selected modules. If you
'éz; selected the option to compare form and report modules, the code behind the selected forms
oo .
v and reports is also compared.

Total Access Detective does not document differences in the sort order of procedures since sort order doesn’t
affect the VBA code’s behavior.

Total Access Detective
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There are three tabs:

Module Differences: Differences between the lines of code for identically named procedures and
properties, as well as a list of unmatched procedures and properties. This includes modified lines and blocks

of added or deleted code.
e Identical Procedures: List of all procedures with no differences

e  Procedures with Differences: List of procedures with differences.

—
El Comparison Results El Module Differences % X
Object Type: |Form ~| Object Name: |sfrmAdmin_InternetOrders v
Module Differences ] Identical Procedures | Procedures with Differences
Declarations Section

Database: [C:\Total Rccess Detective 2025\Samples‘\NorthwindStarter.acedb]
4: Private Const MinCount As Integer = 1L
5: Private Const MaxCount RAs Integer = 5
Database: [C:\Total Access Detective 2025\Samples‘NorthwindDevw.accdb]
4: Const MinCount BAs Integer = 1L
&: Const MaxCount Zs Integer = §
Procedure cmdCreate Click
Database: [C:\Total Rccess Detective Z025\Samples‘\NorthwindStarter.aceodb]
4: '"Validation.
§: 20 If IsNulliMe.txtCount) Then
6: MsgBox "Please enter a number between " & MinCount & ™ and ™ & MaxCount & ".", vbExclamation
7z Else
: CreateRandombrders Me. txtCount
End If
xit_Handler
Exit Sub
14: Err_Handler:
15: 80 g_ErrorHandler.HandleError "Form sfrmhdmin_ InternetOrders™, "cmdCreate_Click”™
15- &n Dasime Fwit Hamdlar
= § '.\
Help & Report %Eﬁport | Close
Module Differences and Identical Procedures
These buttons are available:
Button Description
Report Reports for the differences and source code of each module. Reports are available for the

currently viewed module or all the modules with differences.

Export Export the results into a table in the database you specify

Data Differences

If you selected the option to compare table data, Total Access Detective compares the data
in the two databases based on the Data Comparison options specified.

If the tables have the same key fields, the data differences results show all missing and
modified records (modified records have identical key values but differences in other fields).

If the table is not keyed and you did not choose the option to treat the first field as the key field, Total Access

Detective cannot determine which records are new, deleted, or modified. It compares the tables in their default

sort order and reports the first record that is different.

Each table’s comparison is available by selecting the table from the drop down list of table names. Only tables

with data differences are listed.

Data Tab

The Data tab shows all data differences, including modified rows and rows in one table but not the other:
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—
a Comparison Results X E Data Differences X X
Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\samples\NorthwindDev.accdb

Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\samples\NorthwindStarter.accdb

Table: |systemSettings M

Data | Modified Fields

Eilter: None oo
# - Diff Type ~ Differences ~ | Num Diffs ~ Diff Fields -
1: M [SettingValue] 1:2023-03-30 2:2025-05-05 00:00:00 1 [SettingValue]

2 M [Notes] 1:[boolean] Show the Welcome Screen 2:[boolean] 1 [Notes]

3 M [SettingName] 1:TaxRate_Vendors 2:FirstTimeProcessingSuccess 3 [SettingName],
[SettingValue] 1:90 2:-1 [SettingValue],
[Notes] 1:[percent] Rate paid by Northwind Traders to its vendors. Divide [Notes]

4 1 Row not present in database 2

EDifferences 4 420f4 » M 1 | Isearch 4 >

23

(@]

lose

@ Help &l Report Q Export #¥ Combine

Data Differences, Data Tab

Modified Fields Tab

The Modified Fields tab displays rows that exist in both tables, but are different:

—
5] Comparison Results X [-3] Data Differences X X
Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\samples\NorthwindDev.accdb

Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\samples\NorthwindStarter.accdb

Table: SystemSettings M

Data | Modified Fields

# - | SettinglD -~ Record Diff | Field Name -~ Table 1 - Table 2 -
1 4 1 SettingValue |2023-03-30 2025-05-05 00:00:00

2 5 1 Notes [boolean] Show the Welcome |[boolean]
Screen

3 6 1 SettingName |TaxRate_Vendors FirstTimeProcessingSuccess

4 6 2 SettingValue |90 -1

5 6 3 Notes [percent] Rate paid by [boolean] Did we successfully
Northwind Traders to its complete first-time run

|Field Diff 14 <[30f5 | » M Y | Isearch

23

(o]

@ Help &l Report Q Export %Y Combine lose

Data Differences, Modified Fields Tab

While viewing the results, these options are available:

Button Description

Report Select a report to print, preview, report view, or export
Export Export the results to a table in a database you specify
Combine Combine the data from the tables into a new table

Total Access Detective
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The results include these fields:

Fields Description

Differences The field values which differ. This can be quite large. Expand the height of the record
or use the zoom feature ([Shift]+[F2]) to view the whole field.

Num Diffs Number of fields with different values

Diff Type Difference type (see below)

Diff Fields Names of the fields that differ

Key Field(s) Key field(s) that identify the record

The “Diff Type” field identifies how the record differs—use this field to identify differences quickly:

Diff Type Description

1 Record exists in table 1 but not table 2.

2 Record exists in table 2 but not table 1.

M Record exists in both tables and is modified.

N Differences exist for tables without a primary key.

Combine Tables

When viewing table data differences, Total Access Detective allows combining the data into a new table. This
powerful feature is available by clicking the [Combine] button to open this form:

Total Access Detective - Combine Data

Combine Data Between Two Tables

This feature works if both tables were not modified after the data comparison was run.
If the data changed, run the analysis again before trying to combine them.

Make sure the new table doesn't have settings that prevent adding the data to it. For
instance, secondary indexes that prevent duplicates, field and record validation, etc.

Database 1: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\5amples\NorthwindDev.accdb

Database 2: C:\Total Access Detective 2025\5amples\NorthwindStarter.accdb

Export To:

Database: |C:\Samples\Combine.accdb see
Table: tblSettings_Combine

Create New Table From the Table in: |Database 1 ~

Include All Identical Records

Include Records from Database 1 Not in Database 2
[J Include Records from Database 2 Not in Database 1
Include Modified Records from:

Opatabasel O Database?2

@ Help ' OK # Cancel

Combine Table Data Form

Browse for a database to create the combined table in, and select a name for the table.

The remaining options are similar to the Combining Data Between Two Tables feature on page 41.
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Reports

The Reports feature allows you to print several reports simultaneously, rather than from
each of their respective sections.

This form lets you select the reports:

The following options are available on the Reports form:

E| Comparison Results X E Select Reports X x
Select Reports U use A4 paper @ Help
Selected ~ Category - Report Name - Description a
] Summary Database Comparison Summary Summary of database differences
| Summary Objects in Both Databases Objects with the same name in both databases
O Summary Objects in Database 1 Not in Database 2 Object names in database 1 but not in database 2
O Summary Objects in Database 2 Not in Database 1 Object names in database 2 but not in database 1
O Summary Selected Objects List of selected objects
| Summary Selected Objects with Differences Objects with the same name in both databases and
] Summary Selected Objects that are Identical Selected objects with no differences
| Objects Object Property Differences (Portrait) Property differences for each object in portrait moc
] Objects Object Property Differences (Landscape) Property differences for each object in landscape m
] Objects Object Embedded Macro Differences Differences between embedded macros on forms a
O Objects Embedded Macro Lines for Database 1 Embedded macro lines in database 1
O Objects Embedded Macro Lines for Database 2 Embedded macro lines in database 2
O Data Data Differences Summary summary of data differences between tables
| Data Table Record Count Overview List of all selected tables, records, and differences
| Data Data Differences Fields Compared List of fields compared for data differences
1 Data Data Differences (All) All new, modified, and deleted records between ta
] Data Data Differences (New in Database 1) New records in database 1 for indexed tables -
— = ——— = o oo = = =
Report 4 1 of 44 H 52 Search A——— L
<k select All || %3 Clear All
Current Report: [}, Preview & view Selected Reports: | 45 Print [T Export T Close
Report Selections

Button Description

Preview Preview the current report your cursor is on (it does not need to be selected).

View Open the current report in Report View which supports ad hoc filtering.

Print Send the selected (checked) reports to the printer.

Export Export the selected (checked) reports to a variety of formats in a folder you specify.

Note that the reports here do not have filtering. They include all the objects and properties or code for its

category. If you only want a subset, view the data from the other forms and print it from there. You can also use

the [View] button to open reports in Report View and use the built-in Access options to apply filtering.

See Appendix: Sample Reports on page 79 for details and examples.

Compare Two Blocks of Text

From the main form, select [Compare Two Blocks of Text] to

compare. The functionality is identical to the “Text

Comparison” feature available under Object Compare, which

is described on page 45.

;'}Sj Compare Two Blocks of Text
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Chapter 5: Additional Topics

This chapter contains additional information about the Total Access Detective files and functionality. You do not
need to read this chapter to use Total Access Detective, however it provides a deeper understanding of how the

program works.

Topics in this Chapter
—~ How the Program Works
I~ Comparing Two Databases from a Command Line

— Special Date Comparison Issues
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How the Program Works

Architecture

Total Access Detective is written completely in Microsoft Access using VBA. It works in two distinct modes:

e  Two Object Comparison
Launched as an Access add-in while you are in the database with the objects to compare

e  Two Database Comparison
Launched as an Access database to point to your two databases

In both cases, Total Access Detective compares your objects without modifying them.

For two object comparison, the objects are placed into design mode, compared, and closed without saving any
changes. For two database comparisons, objects are imported into our database and opened for comparison
without affecting the source object.

Temporary Files

Total Access Detective stores its results as temporary files in your Windows Profile folder which is usually in:

C:\Users\<UserName>\AppData\Roaming\FMS\Total Access Detective\26.0

The location of your Application Data folder depends on your Windows user settings.

By default, Object Comparison stores its results in an Access database (extension*.TDA) in your Windows
Application Data folder.

Comparing Two Databases from a Command Line

There may be situations where you want to compare the same two databases repeatedly. You can create a
Windows shortcut to point to your two databases to launch Total Access Detective and have it automatically
compare all the common objects between your two databases using the settings from the last session and store
the results in a database you specify.

Here’s an example:

"C:\Program Files\Microsoft Office\Officel6\MSACCESS.EXE"
"C:\Total Access Detective 2026\tadetect.accdb"

/cmd "C:\Northwindl.accdb;C:\Northwind2.accdb;
C:\Output\NorthwindCompare.tda"

Shortcut Syntax

There are three parts to the command line. The first two are for Access to open the Total Access Detective
database for comparing the two databases:

1. Microsoft Access path

The first part is the full path to the Microsoft Access program (MSACCESS.EXE).

2. Total Access Detective database path.

The second part is the full path to the Total Access Detective database comparison file: TADETECT.ACCDB.
3. Command Line Parameter

The third part is the command /cmd parameter with quotes around the full path to the two databases separated
by a semicolon.

You can optionally add a third database name which is the database that stores the results. If you don’t include
it, the default Total Access Detective database name is used, but that is overwritten the next time it runs. If you
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are comparing multiple pairs of databases, you'll want to specify the output database name uniquely for each
pair so you can view them later.

You can name the storage database with any extension but we recommend using the *.TDA extension for
consistency with other Total Access Detective storage files.

Only One Comparison at a Time

You can only run one instance of Total Access Detective at a time. You can run Total Access Detective with the
command line consecutively but not simultaneously.

Special Date Comparison Issues

Total Access Detective uses Visual Basic for Applications (VBA) code to retrieve and store property values, and
stores them in an Access table. If the property value is a date (for example, the DateModified property), Total
Access Detective reads the value as a date. Since it stores all differences internally as string values, it stores dates
according to the current Windows settings for date handling.

This means that Total Access Detective’s date comparison results may not display the full four digits year. If Total
Access Detective shows a date property difference, you should use Access to view the actual property values to
determine the differences.

@Tlp Use the Windows Control Panel Regional Settings to view and change your date settings.
Refer to your Windows help file for more information about regional settings.
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Chapter 6: Troubleshooting and Support

This chapter provides information about troubleshooting problems that arise and obtaining support for Total
Access Detective.

Topics in this Chapter

Support Resources

Web Site Support
Technical Support Options

VRNUBURN

Contacting Technical Support
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Support Resources

There are many resources available to help you resolve issues you may encounter. Please check the following:

Readme File

Check the README file for the latest product information. The README file is located in the directory where you
installed the product.

Product Documentation

We've spent a great deal of care and time to make sure the Total Access Detective manual and help file are very
detailed. Check the Table of Contents and Index for your question, and read the appropriate pages.

Web Site Support

The FMS web site contains extensive resources to help you use our products better. Resources include product
updates, frequently asked questions (FAQs), forums, information on new versions, betas, and other resources.

Web Site

The FMS web site is located at:
https://fmsinc.com/

News and important announcements are posted here.

Support Site

The main support page is located at:

https://support.fmsinc.com/

From this page, you can quickly locate the other support resources.

Product Updates

FMS takes product quality very seriously. When bugs are reported and we can fix them, we make the updates
available on our web site. If you are encountering problems with our product, make sure you are using the latest
version.

Product updates can also be checked using the update wizard. See Using the Update Wizard on page 21 for
details.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Common questions and additional information beyond what is in the manual is often available from our FAQs.

Microsoft Patches

Our support site also includes links to Microsoft patches that are related to our products. Make sure you’re using
the latest versions by checking here or visiting the Microsoft site.

Technical Support Options

FMS is committed to providing professional support for all of our products. We offer free access to our online
FAQs and forums. Bug reports, feature requests, suggestions, and general pre-sales questions related to our
products are always available at no cost.
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Additional maintenance plans are available to provide subscribers with enhanced technical support. This is the
best way for you to stay current with the rapidly changing technologies that impact project development, and to
ensure you are getting the maximum return from your software investment. Please visit our web site,

https://fmsinc.com/, for the most up-to-date information.

Features & Benefits Premium Incident Standard

Access to FAQs v v v
Access to Forums v v v
Minor Upgrades/
Bug Fixes v v v
Telephone Support v Per incident First 30 Days
Email Support v Per incident First 30 Days
Priority Response Time ! v v
Senior Engineer Support Team v v
Email Project for Testing v v
Programmatic Code Assistance 2 v v
Major Upgrades for Current Version (not

Ues - ( v Additional fee Additional fee
between Access versions)
Cost Annual Fee Fee Per Incident Included

1. Response generally within two business days. Actual resolution may take longer depending on
complexity of the issue reported.

2. Custom Programming implementation is not provided in our Support Maintenance plans. For products
that include a programmatic interface, we can provide instructions for using our programmatic
interface, and show examples, but we do not implement this into your projects. This service is available
from our Professional Solutions Group.

Premium Subscription

The Premium Subscription is the ideal option for customers seeking the highest level of support from FMS. The
annual fee entitles you to telephone and email technical support from a senior support engineer.

From time to time, FMS may release new versions of existing products which add new features. These are point
releases (e.g. from version 26.0 to 26.1) and are different from new builds that correct problems in existing
features (e.g. from version 16.00.0001 to 16.00.0002).

These point releases are available for a nominal upgrade fee to existing customers. Premium Technical Support
subscribers receive these upgrades automatically and for no additional charge during their subscription term.

NOTE: Upgrades between versions (for instance going from Access 2013 to Access 2016) are not considered
Point Release Upgrades and are not included in the Premium Subscription.

Subscriptions are available for a twelve month period, and may be purchased at any time. You must be the
registered owner of the product to purchase a subscription and the only person contacting FMS for support
under the subscription.

Please ensure you have purchased the Subscription you need for Total Access Detective.

Total Access Detective Chapter 6: Troubleshooting and Support e 77


https://fmsinc.com/

Per Incident

Our Per Incident package is available individually or by purchasing multiple incidents in advance. The Per Incident
support package provides telephone and email technical support from a Senior Technical Support Engineer for
resolving one incident.

An incident is defined as a single question related to one of our products. The Per Incident period is from start to
finish (report of the incident to resolution) for a single incident. If you anticipate multiple questions for a single
product, we recommend purchasing the Premium Subscription.

Standard Subscription
Our Standard Subscription comes with every product purchased for no additional cost. The standard subscription
comes with access to our FAQs and forums, and responses to bug reports and feature requests for that version.

Please note that the person requesting support must also be the registered user of the product. Registration is
required and will be requested by our Technical Support professionals.

Contacting Technical Support

If the troubleshooting suggestions and other support resources fail to resolve your problem, please contact our
technical support department. We are very interested in making sure you are satisfied with our product.
Registering Your Software

You must be registered to receive technical support. Registration also entitles you to free product updates,
notifications, information about upcoming products, and beta invitations. You can even receive free email
notification of our latest news.

If you purchased your product directly from FMS, you are already registered. If not, Contact Us.

Contact Us

The best way to contact us is to submit a ticket on our support site:

https://support.fmsinc.com/

Please provide detailed information about the problem that you are encountering. This should include the name
and version of the product, your operating system, and the specific problem. If the product generated an error
file, please submit that as well.

Our ticketing system will let you track the progress of your issue and see the entire thread of communications
and file attachments.

Please bear in mind that a unique issue may involve meetings between the technical support staff and product
developers, so your patience is appreciated.

Microsoft Technical Support

FMS only provides technical support for its products. If you have questions regarding Microsoft products, please
contact Microsoft technical support.
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Appendix: Sample Reports

This section provides samples of the reports available in Total Access Detective.

Items in the Appendix

Object Comparison Reports
Object Property Differences
Fields Compared for Data Differences
Data Differences by Record
Field Differences of Modified Records
Macro Differences
Macro Lines
Module Differences

Module Printout

Database Comparison Reports

Summary of Database Differences
Objects in Both Databases
Objects Not in One Database
Selected Objects with Differences
Selected Objects that are Identical
Object Property Differences

Data Differences Summary

Data Differences Fields Compared
Data Differences

Macro Differences

Macro Lines

Module Differences

Module Printout

Comparison Errors

List of Reports
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Object Comparison Reports

The Object Comparison feature includes several reports for viewing and printing the differences between two objects in a database.

Object Property Differences

This report shows the differences between the two selected objects. It can display differences between tables, fields, data access
pages, queries, forms, reports, controls, command bars, permissions, and relationships.

Total Access Detective

Iltem Property

Form Differences

Contact Details

Compared: 18-Jun
Time: 1:47:33 PM

Contact Details1

Control [Attachmentzs]
Beforelpdate
Left
Top

Control [Auto_Titel]
ControlS ource
Tabl ndex

Control [ZIP/Postal Code_Label]
Left

Module

Property
AllowDatasheetView
AllowPivotC hatView
AllowPivotTableView

G50
515

=N z([Contact Nam &],"U ntitled™)
5

800
Contact Details
No

No
No

[Ewvent Procedure]
5540
795

=Nz{[Contact Mame],"Mo Title™)
3

360
Contact Detailz1
fes

fes
fes

Object Property Differences Report
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Fields Compared for Data Differences

This report shows the fields that were matched for data comparison. The field names are identical between tables, unless

comparison was performed by field order. The report displays the field name from each table, and whether it is a key field. For non-
keyed tables or queries, if the option is selected to treat the first field as a unique identifier, that field is shown as a Key Field.

Total Access Detective Fields Compared for Data Differences Compared: 18- un
Time: 1:06:46 PM
Table 1: Contacts
Table 2: Contacts1
Field ID Field Name from Table 1 Field Name from Table 2 Key Field

1 ID ID 73

2 Company Company |

3 Last Name Last Name O

< First Name First Name |

5 E-mail Address E-mail Address |

6 Job Title Job Title |

7 Business Phone Business Phone O

Fields Compared for Data Differences
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Data Differences by Record

This report shows the data differences between the selected tables. It displays the key fields for the new and modified records,
along with the number of fields that differ, the field names, and the actual differences. See Data Comparison on page 38 for more
information.

Total Access Detective Data Differences by Record Compared: 18-Jun
All Differences Time: 1.06:46 PW

Table 1: Contacts
Table 2 : Contacts1

1 Key Fields: [ID]=2 W odified
Field Diffs:  [Altachmentzs] MNum Diffs: 1
Differences: [Aftachments] No data in 2

2 Key Fields: [ID}=3 W odified
Field Diffs:  [Aftachments] Num Diffs: 1
Differences: [Attachments] No data in 1

3 Key Fields: [ID]=4 W odified
Field Diffs:  [Job Title] MNum Diffs: 1

Differences: [JobTitle] 1;5ales Manager 2:Sales Representative

Data Differences by Record Report
Field Differences of Modified Records

This report shows the data differences for modified records in the selected tables side by side. It displays the key fields, along with
the number of fields that differ, the field names, and the actual differences. This report only shows records that were modified, not
records that exist in one table and not in the other (records that were inserted or deleted).

Total Access Detective Field Differences of Modified Records Comparad: 15~ un
Time: 1:06:46 PM
Table 1: Contacts
Table 2: Contacts1
Key Fields Record Diff Field Table 1 Table 2
[ID}=2
1 Attachments No datain 2
[ID}=3
1 Attachments No data in 1
[ID]=4
1 Job Title Sales Manager Sales Representative
[ID}=6
1 Category Null Personal
[ID]=8
1 Last Name King Smith

Field Differences of Modified Records
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Macro Differences

This report shows the differences between the selected macros.

Total Access Detective Macro Differences

Macro 1: Search
Macro 2: Search1

Compared: 18-Jun
Time: 1:58:07 PM

Mzcreo: [Search]

[Form] ! [SearchBox]="") {Item} [SearchBox].[Text] {Expression} ""
Macre: [Searchl]

{Camment} Clear Filter when search box empty

[Ferm] ! [SearchBox]="") {Item} [SearchBox].[Text] {Expression} ""

Macre: [Search]

1: {Conditicn} [Form]! [SearchBox] Is Null Or [Form]! [SearchBex]=""
Condition} "" {Contrcl Name} {Comment} Clear Filter when search box empty

2: {Condition} ... {Contrcl Name} SearchBox
3: {Condition} ... {Control Name} SearchClear {Prcoperty} 0 {Value} 0
4: {Condition} ... {Contrcl Name} SearchGo {Property} 0 {Value} -1

5: {Condition} [CurrentProject]. [IsTrusted] And ([Foxm]![SearchBox] Is Null Or

1: {Conditicn} [Foxm]! [SearchBox] Is Null {Filter Name} {Where Conditicn} "" {Contrcl Name}

2: {Condition} ... {Controcl Name} SearchBox

3: {Condition} ... {Control Name} SearchClear {Property} 0 {Value} O

4: {Condition} ... {Control Name} SearchGo {Property} 0 {Value} O

5: {Condition} [CurrentProject]. [IsTrusted] And ([Form]![SearchBox] Is Null Or

18: {Condition} [Form]. [Name]="Guardian List" SetTempVar {Name} strFilter {Expression}

{Filter Name} {Where

Macro Differences Report

There are similar reports for Embedded Macro differences on forms and reports.

@Tlp This report displays the blocks of code that are different. If your code is large and complex, use this report
in conjunction with the Macro Lines report to determine the complete context of each block of code.

Macro Lines

This report shows the complete source code for the selected macros. Along with the code, the report displays line numbers, which
are reset to 1 at the beginning of each macro name. These line numbers are referenced in the Macro Differences report.

Total Access Detective Macro Lines

Macro: Search

Compared: 18-Jun
Time: 11:57:41 AM

Clear Filter when search box empty

8 {Condition} VarType([F orm} [SearchBoxj}=<>8

1 {Condition} [Form} [SearchBox] Is Null Or [Form} [SearchBox]="" {Filter Name} {\Where Condition} ™ {Control Name} {Comment}

2 {Condition}... {Control Name} SearchBox

3 {Condition}... {Control Name} SearchClear {Property} 0 {Value} 0

4 {Condition} ... {Control Name} SearchGo {P roperty} 0 {Value} -1

5 {Condition} [CurentProjedt].[IsTrusted] And ([Form}! [SearchBox] Is Null Or [Form} [SearchBox}="") {ltem} [SearchBox].[Text]
{Expression} ™

6 {Condition} [Form}! [SearchBox] Is Null Or [Form}! [SearchBoxj=""

7

Macro Lines Report

There are similar reports for Embedded Macro differences on forms and reports.
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Module Differences

This report shows the differences between the selected modules.

Total Access Detective

Module 1: CFile
Module 2: CFileDialog

Module Differences

Compared: 18-Jun
Time: 2:02:43 PN

Procedure (Seneral Declarations)
Module: [CFile]

Module: [CFileDldialogl]
5: Option Compare Database
: Option Explicit

-] iy

Procedure (General Declarations)
Module: [CFile]

5: " Class : CFileDialog

' Class : CFileDialog

Module Differences Report

. This report only displays the blocks of code that are different. If your code is large and complex, use this
Tip SR :
report in conjunction with the Module Source Code report to determine the complete context of each block

of code.

Identical Procedures

This report shows the list of procedures that are identical between the two modules. This makes it easy to confirm nothing changed
in those procedures. Procedures are not listed if the entire module is identical.

Total Access Detective

Module 1: clsTAD_Prepare
Module 2: clsTAD_Prepare2

Identical Procedures

Compared: 25-0Oct
Time: 5:08:48 PM

{General Declarations)
Initialize

Class Terminate
pPreparefFileCreate
pOIBPropsTabkleFill
Preparelatabase
WritelB

Prepare Impor tExgport
PrepareCommandBars
pPrepareCommandBarControls
WriteCB
WriteCBCtl
PreparePages
WritePage
Ereparefeferences
WriteRef
Hritelbject
WriteModule
WriteFroperty
pCheckilri teMNewBroperty

Identical Procedure Names
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Module Printout

This report shows the complete source code for the selected modules. Along with the code, the report displays line numbers, which
are reset to 1 at the beginning of each procedure. These line numbers are referenced in the Module Differences report.

Total Access Detective Source Code Printout Compared: 18-Jun
Time: 2:02:43 PM

Module: CFile

1 Attribute VB GlcobzlNameSpace = False

2 Attribute VB Creatzable = False

3 Attribute VB PredeclaredId = False

4 Attribute VB Exposed = False

5 ' Class : CFileDialcg

e ' Description : Class for displaying the File Open/Save Commen Dialog.

7 ' Source : Total Visual ScourceBock

8

S Private Type OPFENFILENAME

10 1StructSize As long

11 hwndOwner As long

12 hiInstance As Iong

13 lpstrFilter As String

Module Printout Report
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Database Comparison Reports

The Database Comparison feature includes several reports for viewing and printing the differences between two databases. View a

list of all available reports by clicking the [Reports] button from the View Menu.

Summary of Database Differences

This report shows a summary of the database comparison:

Total Access Detective Summary of Database Differences

Database 1: C:\Contacts\Contacts.accdb
Database 2: C:\Contacts'\Contacts_New.accdb

Comparsd: 13-Jun
Time: 11:00:1% Al

Object Comparison Summary

Data Difference Summary for Tables with or without a Primary Key

Primary Tables with Records Records Records Total Records
Key Differences New in 1 New in 2 Modified New + Modified
vl 1 T F

Total INDB1  InDB2 Identical  Selected Slioitag,
Object Type Objects NotDBE2 HNotDBA Names Objects Objects Properties Code Errors
[Diatabaze 2 1 i 1 2
Table 11 1 2 4 4 4 a0
Cluery 2 1 1 1 44
Form 8 4 4 2 134
Report 7 3 2 2 1 35
Page ]
Macro 7 1 3 3 2 4 5
Module 5 1 2 2 1 3 52
CommeandBar ]
Reference g 4 4
ImporiExport 4 2 2
Total 54 4 8 21 2 12 272 58

Summary of Database Differences Report
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Objects in Both Databases

This report shows a list of objects that have identical names and object types in both databases, along with their modification dates
and whether they were selected for comparison. This report is also available from page 2 of the Database Comparison wizard (see
Printing the List of Identically Named Objects on page 54 for details).

Total Access Detective Objects in Both Databases Compared: 13-Jun
Time: 11:00:19 AM
Databasze 1: C:\Contactz'Contacts.accdb
Database 2: C:\Contacts\Contacts_New.accdb
Different Database 1 Databasze 2
Object Mame Selected  Dates Last Modified Last Modified
Form
Contact Details [w] ] BI16 25612 P 6/16 2:56:12 PM
Contact List [w] (2] 616 2:56:12 PM 6/1M6 2:56:13 PM
Filter Details [w] [w] B/15 10:34:55 AM 6118 10:33:50 AM
Getling Started [w] ] BI16 2:56:12 P 6/16 2:56:12 PM
Macro
AutoExec [w] ] f16 2:56:12 PM 6116 2:56:13 PM
Filters [w] ] B/15 10:34:55 AM 6/18 10:33:50 AM
Search [w] [w] B/15 10:34:58 AM /18 10:33:50 AM
Module
CFileCialog [w] [l 617 3:02:20 PM 18 10:31:46 AM
modiapping [w] ] BI1E 25613 P E/16 2:56:13 PM
Query
Contacts Extended [+ [ Bf1E 25613 PM 18 10:41:17 AM

Objects in Both Databases Report

The Selected Objects report is similar and only shows the objects selected for comparison.
Objects Not in One Database

Two reports show objects only in one of the two databases:
e  Objects in Database 1 Not in Database 2
e  Objects in Database 2 Not in Database 1

Use these reports to determine which objects were added or deleted.

Total Access Detective Objects in Database 1 Not In Database 2 Compared: 18-Jun

Time: 11:00:19 AM

Databaze 1: C:\Contacts'\Contacts.accdb
Databasze 2: C:iContacts\Contacts_Mew.accdb

Object Type Object Mame

ImportExport Export-Contacte Table
Import-Students Tablz

Module CFile

Table Contacts1

Objects Not in One Database Report
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Selected Objects with Differences

This report shows a list of objects that exist in both databases that have differences with the number of property and/or code

differences in each, plus a summary by object type.

Total Access Detective

Database 1: C:\Contacts\Contacts.accdb
Database 2: C:\Contacts\Contacts_New.accdb

Objects with Differences

Compared: 13-Jun
Time: 11:00:18 AM

Object Type Object Name Property Differences Code Differences
Database 2
Total Database Differences 2
Form Contact Details 32
Filter Details 2
Total Form Differences 134
Macro Filters 2 2
Search 2 -
Total Macro Differences 4 6
Module CFileDiglog 52
Total Module Differences 3 52
Query Centacts Extended 44
Total Query Differences 44

Selected Objects with Differences Report

Selected Objects that are Identical

This report shows objects selected for comparison that do not have differences.

Total Access Detective Identical Objects in Both Databases COGUIEs LA
Time: 11:00:15 AM
Database 1: C:\Contacts\Contacts.accdb
Database 2: C:\Contacts\Contacts Mew.accdb
Different Dratabase 1 Databasze 2

Object Name Dates Last Modified Last Modified
Form

Contact List =l E/16 2:.56:132 PM 6116 2.:56:13 PM

Getiing Started £ B/16 2:56:12 PM 6118 2:56:12 PM
Macro

AutoExst = B/16 2:56:13 PM 66 2:56:13 PM
Module

modiapping {] B/16 25613 P 616 2258153 PM
Reference

Access

Dao
Report

Phone Book = B/16 2;56:13 PM 618 2:56:13 PM

Selected Objects that are Identical Report
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Object Property Differences

This report shows the property differences between the selected pairs of identically named objects in the two databases. It includes

differences in tables, fields, queries, forms, reports, data access pages, controls, command bars, and permissions. This report does

not include macro, module, or data differences.
There are two Object Property Differences reports with different layouts:
e Object Property Differences (Portrait)

e Object Property Differences (Landscape)

Total Access Detective Object Differences

Database 1: C:iContacts\Contacts.accdb
Database 2: C:\Contacts\Contacts_New.accdb

Comparsd: 18-Jun
Time: 11:00:13 AM

Database 2

Property Database 1

Object Type: Database

Database
MName CAContactz\Contacts accdb
UseMDiMode Owerlapping Windows

CContacts\Contacte New accdb
Tabbaed Documents

Object Type: Form
Form Contact Details

AllowDatazhestView Mo
AllowFivoiChariew Mo
AllowPivoiTsbleView M
AutoCenter Yes
AutoResize Yes
BorderSiyle Sizable
Caption

Yes

Yes

Yes

Mo

Mo

None

Contact Detzils

Object Property Differences Report

Data Differences Summary

This report shows a summary of the data differences between the selected tables. It displays the number of new records and

modified records in each table. See Compare Table Data on page 56 for details.

Total Access Detective

Databasze 1: C:\Contacts\Contacts.accdb
Databasze 2: C:'Contacts\Contacts_MNew.accdb

Summary of Data Differences

Compared: 13-Jun
Time: 11:00:15 AM

New +
Table Mame Fecords in 1 Fecords in 2 New in 1 New in 2 Modified Modified
Tables with a Primary Key
Contacts 8 B 7 T
Totsls B B a 0 7 T
Grand Total 8 & 0 0 7 7

Data Differences Summary Report

Data Differences Fields Compared

By default, identical field names are compared. If you choose another data comparison option such as comparing fields based on

field order or only comparing identically named tables, this report shows which fields were compared to each other. For non-keyed

tables, if you choose to treat the first field as a unique identifier, it is shown as the Key Field.

Total Access Detective

Appendix: Sample Reports e 89




Total Access Detective Fields Compared for Data Differences Compais 18
Time: 11:00:13 AM

Database 1: C:\Contacts\Contacts.accdb
Database 2: C:\Contacts'Contacts_New.accdb
Name Field ID  Field Name from Database 1 Field Name from Database 2 Key Field
Contacts

1 D D v

2 Company Company |

3 Last Name Last Name C

4 First Name First Name

5 E-mail Address E-mail Address

6 Job Title Job Title O

7 Business Phone Business Phone |

8 Home Phone Home Phone ]

9 Ivobile Phone Mobile Phone 1

10 Fax Number Fax Number |

11 Adcress Address

Data Differences Fields Compared Report

Data Differences

Several reports are available to show the data differences between the selected tables:

e  Data Differences (All):
Shows all data differences between tables.

e  Data Differences (New in Database 1)
Shows new records in database 1 for indexed tables.

e  Data Differences (New in Database 2)
Shows new records in database 2 for indexed tables.

e Data Differences (Modified Only)
Shows modified records for indexed tables.

e  Data Differences (Non-Keyed Tables)

Shows the first modified record for un-indexed (non-keyed) tables.

These reports display the key fields for the new and modified records, along with the number of fields that differ, the field names,

and the actual differences. See Compare Table Data on page 56 for details.
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Total Access Detective Data Differences Comparsd: 13-Jun

All Differences Time: 11:00:15 AM

Database 1: C:\Contacts\Contacts.accdb
Database 2: C:\Contacts\Contacts_MNew.accdb

Table: Contacts

1 Key Fields:  [ID]=2 Modified
Field Diffz:  [Attachments] Mum Diff=: 1
Cifferences:  [Attachments] Mo data in 2

2 Key Fields:  [ID]=3 Muodified
Field Diffs:  [Attachments] MNum Diff=; 1
Differences:  [Attachments] Mo data in 1

3 Key Fields:  [ID]=5 Modified
Field Diffs:  [Last Name], [First Mame], [Job Titie], [Home Phone], [Address], [Z1IP/Postal Code], [Motes], Mum Diffz: 8

[Categaory]

Differences:  [Last Name] 1:Buchanan 2:5uyama
[First Mame] 1:Steven Z:Michael
[Job Titie] 1:Sales WP 2:S5sles Representative

Data Differences (All) Report
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Macro Differences

This report shows the differences between the selected macros.

Total Access Detective Macro Differences Compared: 13-Jun
Time: 11:00:18 AM

Macro: Search

Database: [C:\Contacts\Centacts.accdb)

1: {Condition} [Form]![SearchBox] Is Null Or [Form]![SearchBex]="" {Filier Name} {Where Condition} "" {Control Name} {Comment}
Clear Filter when search box empty

2: {Condition} ... {Ccntrol Name} SearchBex

3: {Condition} ... {Control Name} SearchClear {Property} 0 {\/slue} O

4: {Condition} ... {Control Name} SearchGo {Property} 0 {\Value} -1

Datsbase: [C:\Contacts\Contacts_New.accdb]

1: {Condition} [Form]![SearchBox] Is Null {Fiiter Name} {\Where Condition} " {Control Mame} {Comment} Clear Filter when search box
empty

2: {Cendition} ... {Control Name} SearchBox

3: {Condition} ... {Control Name} SearchClear {Property} 0 {Vslue} 0

4: {Condition} ... {Centrol Name} SearchGo {Property} 0 {\/alue} 0

Datsbase: [C:\Contacts\Contacts.accdb]
18: {Condition} [Form].[Name]="Guardian List” SefTemp'ar {Name} strFilter {Expression} [Temp'/ars]![strFilier] & " OR ([Company] Like
"t & [Temp'ars]![strSearch] & "*")"

Macro Differences Report

There are similar reports for Embedded Macro differences on forms and reports.

@Tlp This report only displays the blocks of code that are different. If your code is large and complex, use this
report in conjunction with the Macro Source Code report for the complete context of each block of code.

Macro Lines

This report shows the complete source code for the selected macros. Along with the code, the report displays line numbers, which
start at 1 for each macro name. These line numbers are referenced in the Macro Differences report. This report is available in these
formats:

e  Macro Lines from Database 1
e  Macro Lines from Database 2
e Macro Lines from Both Databases

The lines from the same macro from each database are printed one after the other. For short macros, both macros can appear on
one page for visual comparison.
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Total Access Detective Macro Lines Compared: 18-Jun
Time: 11:00:15 AM

AutoExec C:Contacts\Contacts.accdb

1 {Form Mame} Contact List {View} Form {Filter Mame} {Where Condition} {Data Mode} -1 {Window Mode} Nommal

2 {Condition} DFirst{"ShowGettingStarted” "Settings™) {Form Mame} Getting Started {View} Form {Filier Name} {Where Condition}
{Data Mode} -1 {Wingow Mode} Nommal

Filters C:Contacts\Contacts.accdb

{Comment} Macra can't be run from the navigstion pane.
{Contrel Mame] cboFilisrFavornites (Property} 0 {\Value} O

£ SRR TR N R

Macro Group: ApplyFilterFavorite

2 [Condition} IeMullfScreen].[ActiveControlly Or [Screen].[ActiveControl]=0 {Macro Mame] Filters. ClearFiller {Repest Count} {Repest
Expression) {Comment} Clear Filters.

3 {Condition} ...

4 {Condition} [Screen] [ActiveContral}=-1 {Macro Mame} Filters Manage {Repeat Count} {Repesat Expression} {Comment} Manage
Filters

Macro Lines Report

There are similar reports for Embedded Macro differences on forms and reports
Module Differences

These reports show the differences between the selected modules:
e Al Module Differences (Form, Report and Standard Module differences)
e  Standard Module Differences
e  Form Module Differences

e  Report Module Differences

Total Access Detective Module Differences Compared: 18-Jun
Time: 11:00:19 AM

Module: CFileDialog

Frocedure (General Declarstions)
Dztakasze: VContacts\Contacts.acedb]
S: Option Compsare Datzbass

Option Explicit

S

gz ' Class : CFileDialog

Datsbase: [C:\Contacts\Contacts New.accdb]

5: ' Class : CFileDialog

Erocedura (General Declaratic
Datakase: [C:\Contacts\Cor
35: Private I

\p0pent nams R
35z Private I

iplpenfilenams &

E ileMame Lib "comdlg32.dI1l"™ Alias "GetlpenFileNameid"
A= Long
1 ZetSeveFileName Lib "comdlg3Z 411" Rlias "GetSaveFilelamsA"™
V' As Long

Databage: [C:vContacts\Contacts New.aceodb]
32: Private Declare Function GetOpenFileName

Module Differences Report
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@Tlp This report only displays the blocks of code that differ. If your code is large and complex, use this report with

the Module Code report to determine the complete context of each block of code.

Module Identical Procedures

This report shows all the procedure names with no differences for modules that have other differences. If a module has no

differences at all, its procedures are not listed.

Four reports are available:
e Al Module Identical Procedures
e  Standard Module Identical Procedures
e  Form Module Identical Procedures

e Report Module Identical Procedures

Total Access Detective Identical Procedures

Compared: 25-Oct
Time: 4:33:09 PM

Module: basWinAPI

GetFileSize
GetFileHandle

Module: clsBlastManager

(General Declarations)
Class_Initialize
Class_Terminate
SendBlast

SendEmail

Module: modEmbeddedObject

p_FilterDataExport
p_RemoveTempName
ReadCombineHTMLReport
ReadCneHIMLFile
FMS_SplitFileName
FMS_DoubleStringQuotes
FMS GetTextFromFile
FMS_GetObjectString
FMS_GetReportRecordSource
FMS_AddEmbeddedSetup
FMS WriteEmbeddedItem
FMS OpenReportHidden

Identical Procedures Report
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Module Printout

These reports show the complete source code for the selected modules. Along with the code, the report displays line numbers,
which start at 1 for each procedure. These line numbers are referenced in the Module Differences reports.

Six reports are available:
e Module Code from Database 1
e  Module Code from Database 2
e  Form Module Code from Database 1
e  Form Module Code from Database 2
e  Report Module Code from Database 1

e Report Module Code from Database 2

Module Printout Campamed e
Time: 11:00:15 AM

: Class for displaying the File Cpen/Save Common Dialog.

Total Access Detective

Module: CFileDialeg

1 Attribute VB GlobalKameSpace = False
2 Lrtribute VB Creatsble = Falsa

3 Attribute VB PredeclaredId = False

4 Attribute VB Exposed = False

5 ' Class : CFileDizlog

£ ' Description

3 ' Bource : Total Visual SourceBeook
B

5 Frivate Type CPENFILEMEME

10 15tructSize As Long

11 hwndCvmer L3 Leng

1z hInstance L3 Long

C:\Contacts\Contacts_Mew.accdb

Comparison Errors

Module Printout Report

This report shows any errors encountered by Total Access Detective during the comparison process. You should always check this
report to ensure that all objects were correctly compared.

Object Type  Object Hame Error

Total Access Detective Errors Encountered Compared; 148

Time 3 55:06 PM

Databaze: CSales\Custmdb

Tahle Orders Cannat compare data in tables with different grodures. Atributes of field [Crder 1D] differ.

Tahle Suppliers Cannot compare linkedtables during two database com parison.

Databaze:  CSales\Custnewsn db

Tahle Orders Cannat compare data in tables with different grodures. Atributes of field [Crder 1D] differ.

Errors Report
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List of Reports

There is a system report listing the available reports and their export file names which are used when you export the report to a
format like PDF, HTML, etc.

Total Access Detective List of Reports

Report Mame and Description Export File Name

1 Databaze Comparizon Summary DatsbaseComparnizonSummary
Summsny of dafabase diferances

2 Objects in Both Databases ObjecizinBothDatabases
Obyscts with the same name in bofh dalabases

3 Objectz in Database 1 Mot in Database 2 ObjecizlniMotin2
Objact names in cslabase T bot nol in dalsbsse 2

4 Objects in Databazs 2 Mot in Database 1 ObjectzinZNotind
Oysct names in dalabase 2 but nol in dalabsse 7

5 Selected Objects SelectedObjects
Lisf of sefected olyecls

List of Reports
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# of lines to resync, 33

3

32 and 64 bit versions, 12

A

A4 paper, 22

add-ins menu, 50

ADP comparison, 14, 22
advanced filtering, 63

B

Bigint, 6
blog, 18
browse button, 8

C

combine table data, 41,
68

command line, 14, 72

compare data, 56

compare databases
button, 7, 27

compare field properties,
56

compare modules, 56

compare references,
56

data options, 56

form options, 31-33,
56

ignore blank lines, 34

ignore case, 34

ignore comments, 34

ignore indentations,
34

line numbers, 34

module options, 56

report options, 31-33,
56

table/query options,
56

text options, 33

D

data comparison

combine results, 41,
68
data, 39
display, 31
documentation, 30
field comparison, 29
modified fields, 40
numerical accuracy, 32
options, 27-32, 56
record identifier, 28
results, 38-42, 66—68
unkeyed tables, 39, 68

databases, 53
errors, 62
filter results, 64
form options, 56
macro results, 65
main menu, 52
module options, 56
object differences, 62
object status, 54
objects, 53
options, 55-56
report options, 56
reports, 54, 58—-69,
58-69, 86-96
results, 58—69
startup, 51
table/query options,
56
unmatched objects,
54, 61
verification, 56
database differences
library references, 5
permissions, 5
relations, 5
database differences
report, 86
database is not
updateable error, 23
database preparation,
50-51
database verification, 56
databases

E

embedded macro
comparison, 12
embedded macro
differences, 44
embedded macros, 33,
63
enhancements, 5
errors, 22-23,57, 62
startup errors, 22-23
exclude properties, 13
export, 38, 65, 66, 67
export button, 9

F

field comparison options,
29

field differences, 4

filter
object filter, 64
property filter, 64

filter by type, 63

filter differences, 6

FMS web site, 17, 76

form comparison, 4

form options, 31-33, 56
compare modules, 56

network databases, 21

compare permissions, 56 data differences, 66

) identical procedures, 12
data differences report,

compare references, 56 password-protected,

compare text. see Text
Comparison
comparison options, 27—
34, 55-56
# of lines to resync, 33
compare data, 56
compare field
properties, 56
compare modules, 56
compare permissions,
56

67,81, 82, 89,90

Database Comparison,

49-69

compare data, 56

compare field
properties, 56

compare permissions,
56

compare references,
56

data results, 66—68

21
secured, 22
date comparison issues,
73
DateTime2, 6
disk space, 20
display options, 31
documentation options,
30

ignore blank lines, 13, 34
ignore case, 13, 15, 34
ignore comments, 13, 34
ignore indentations, 34
import/export spec
comparison, 5
index differences, 4
installation, 19-23
location, 20
international settings, 22
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L

last analysis, 45
license agreement, i—ii
line numbers, 34
linked tables, 56

M

macro comparison, 4

macro differences, 65

macro differences report,
65, 83, 92

macro lines report, 83, 92

macro source code
report, 65

Microsoft Access 2003,
10

Microsoft Access 2007,
10

Microsoft Access 2010,
10, 12

Microsoft Access 2013,
10

Microsoft Access 2016,
10

Microsoft Access 2019, 6

Microsoft Access 2024, 5

Microsoft Access 365, 5

modified fields, 67

module comparison, 5
ignore case, 15

module differences, 65

module differences
report, 66, 84, 93, 94

module options, 56
# of lines to resync, 33
ignore blank lines, 34
ignore case, 34
ignore comments, 34
ignore indentations,

34
ignore line numbers,
34

module printout report,

66, 85, 95

N

network databases, 21
new buttons, 9

new features, 5
newsgroups, 18
numerical accuracy, 32

(0

Object Comparison, 23—
48
# of lines to resync, 33
compare modules, 56
data results, 38—42
export results, 38
form options, 31-33
ignore blank lines, 34
ignore case, 34
ignore comments, 34
ignore indentations,
34
ignore line numbers,
34
macro results, 42-44
module results, 42-44,
65
options, 27-34
property results, 35
report options, 31-33
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